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TenCOMMAND MENTS 


PARAPHRASE| 


ON THE 


Divi ne Poems ; 


ILLUSTRATED 
wht Twelve Copper ; 
Perſonal Puniſhments has 
the Tranſpreſſors of theſe ommandr 
as is Recorded in the Holy Scripture, 


"Never before F'R_T N NTED.” 


Palm 11 
tied py 1 might keep thy Starmes 
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il Se Bob LENS 
| EO ETIOONTTO OT TEONTEONETG } 
PESPSDNEDTEED-EEW | 
[To alÞ (uch as - have formerly been | 
{1 Friends to the Authirhius Daught | 
| ter and only {arviving Ghald De= } 
| icates theſe Meditations. 


1.. . kj. | 

E-TT was ſeldom my. Fathers 
4 practice, (eſpecially of late 
years,) to Dedicate his Works 
to particular or great Per+ 
[ſons ;;And did Iattempt any 
fuch thing now, I ſhould be 
afraid leſt -I might diſturb | 
{his reſt, in -the Grave. . All 
you | therefgre | that had a 
| A 2 kindneſs * 


4 1he PrefalW 


\ kindneſs as well for his Per- 
1on as his Works, I defire to 
accept of my good wall in 
ſending this Relique of his 
abroad- in publick ; Which 
though ir hach been writ- 
ten {ome conſiderable time, 
is but lately minded or come 
to hand. And however i 
happened tobe bundled up 
with - other old Writings 
( where I found it) yet I 
verily believe it was defign= 
ed for the Preſs by - thoſe 
many alterations he had 
made, which -had ſo blurd 
the Original Copy, that I 
| was 


PV 


{ 


"lconiſcience conceal {uch ne- 


The Preface. 


was forced to get it Trans} 
ſcribed before it was fit for | 
my {ſelf or any body elſe | 

| 


to read : And having now 
peruſed it, I could not in 


ceflary Truths as are there- 
in contained, in hopes that 
it may take the effect him- 
ſelf defires in his Epiſtle to. 
the Reader expreſtin oy Pray- 
er ; believing, that that good. 
Spirit' which firſt dictated * 
thoſe Petrtionary words will 
accompany them to the 
Worlds end. And then al- 
ſo believe, that what I-have_ 
A 3 done * 


The Prefate. 
done in making this ;publick 
will , be acceptable both to 
God and Man, which that it 
may, {hall ever be the Prayers 


of 


From my Lodging Tyyy aſſured Friend in 


at Mr. Snowdens 2 


Printer, at the all Offices of Love 


lower end of Great and Service 

«/:v87 , = D 

”— 5 Fory E. B. 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


"THE Copper Plates mention= 
ed in my Fathers following 
Epiſtle, in ſome of his removals from 
- one Habitation:to another have been 


loſt, fo that I have been farced to 
| ger new ones maae. | 


TO 
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READER. 


N that great Plague, which ( as I be- 
lieve ) was the moſt contagious Pelti- 
lence that ever afflited this City of Lon- 
don, it pleaſed God to encloſe me there, 
and to give me grace t0 make ſuch obſerva- 
tions upon his Juſtice and Mercy, as I hope 
( however others efteem of them ) ſhall ne- 
ver of me be forgotten during life. 


A while before thts laſt Viſitation, the 
ſame pracious God provided me a little 
place to eſcape unto, where I did but only 

A 4 bear 
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"Tothe Reader. 


"i of that which. my Brethren, ſuffered, {at 
and therefore ( as I may well fear) was ba 
not ſo ſenſible of their miſery as 1 ought 10: oth 


have been, 


Tet I was not altogether without Medi- hn 
tations as became "the time, ( but as the fin 
neceſſities wherewithal God hath yet exer- ni 
ciſed me would give leave) endeavoured Þhe 
to employ ſome hours in the conſideration of Dri, 
things pertinent to the Honour of my Pre- Pio 
ſerver, that Imight not appear leſs thanks ſon. 
fal for.this deliverance, which was without bf 1 
Terror, than I ſeemed. to be for that which Ie 
T obrained with fear and danger. 7 


Part of my Muſings were upon the Moral þni 
Law, the-neelet whereof \ being the cauſe hai 
of all Plagucs ) is never impertinently he 
thought upon, much leſs when the hand of wer 
God is extended. to thaſliſe us for infring- ne 
ment of the ſame. And what I then medi 
tated 


To the Reader. A 
> Rated, is now offered unto the publick wiew; * 
z that 42. might the oftner accafion me. aud. 

0 others to be mindful of our Duties, 


Neither my Eflate, nor the place I lived 
- kn would efford me the uſe of Books, at that 
2 Hime, therefore inflead of them I peruſed 
- buine own Heart to toſee what 1 could read 
{ Þhere : For in the Heart of Man it ws 
f 


* (originally written. And though our corrap= 
tion hath now-ſo defaced it that we need 
» Wome helps to explain the eſſential meaning 
t bf the Holy Text long ſince written in Stone; 
2 Wet if we would but be ſo diligent as good 
Intiquaries in examining defective In- 
ſcriptions wpor decayed Monuments, we - 
| bright ſometime find the Truth more cer- 
» fainly than by truſling over-confidently to 
' bhe ſearch of others, who many times deli- 
f fer their own Fancies inſtead of the right 
- preaning of Gods Law. 


Others 


To the Reader. 
Others I confeſs ( though not many in the, 

- Engliſh Tongue) have to this purpoſe de1,,, 
ulged largeCommentarics:But ſome wan, 
Money to purchaſe them, and ſome. want, 
leiſure to peruſe them : - they are ſo largel,, 
that many Readers had rather »#nture tol,,, 
break all the Commandments than to ſcan 
over thoſe Tra&ts; and yet perhaps theſe 
brief Meditations have expreſſed ſomewhat 
which is not found in any of them. 


I profeſs not ( as I have elſewhere ſaid Yþ4q, 
to teach the L.earncd, but to be unto them ,; 
@ Remembrancer only of what they al-| 4, 
ready know ( which will otherwhile happen 
by this means even when they take up my 
Books to peruſe them with contempt rather|j, 
than ſor any better end) yet they who arel;s; 
as Ingenious as Learned, have entertain-|rx, 
ed them with good reſpeft as not unuſe-\y« 
Fu. 
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thers have tentlred4 more arti ficiall ly thef- 


ed for the publick Feaſts, of the Soul; 1 } 
pave here and elſewhere indifſerently fitted: | 
or their private refreſhments, who are beſt | 


nouriſhed with plain Diet, and who have 


heretofore wanted either opportunities or 


And if | 


due care to come to thoſe. Repaſts. 


I can but find means to relieve the Blirid 


owerful means ſhall fetch them from the 
Hedges and High-way-ſides to be' Gzeſts 


done ſomewhat worth my pains. 


Ienorant perfons may be advantaged 
hereby mediately or immediately ; by te- 
ceiving Information or 6ccaſion of Refor- 
mation : Jea the Compoſing thereof in 
Verſe will caufe niaty to be the more de- 
lighted therewith; Some the better to re- 
member it, others out of curioſity t0 take 
notice 


"The ſame Sptitual nouviffment which 4 


and Lame in underſtanding, till 4 more | 


at the great Banquet, I ſhall hope to have 


| 


* To the Reader. : 
+ rotice of it, who may afterward give it mor 
ſerious entertainment, and no doubt all goo : 


men will m_ it « favourable cenſure _ 
far as it ſball deliver the Trath. D, 


So far only I deſire it ſhould be allowed, 1, 
and in that deſire do humbly ſubmit the 
ſame to the Cenſure of Authority, and the 
Succeſs to Gods bleſſing. Which I beſeech]7 | 
Oh Glorious God ſo to manifeſt in this 
Mite youchſafed out of the Infinite trea- 
fury of thy holy Spirit, charlike a grain|,,, 
of Muſtard Seed1t may be fruitful cothe]., 
encreaſe of Piety beyond the expectati-|x;. 
on anſwecrable to ſo deſpiſed a means : 
For ſome 1n theſe days have perverted], 
the plain mcaning of thy Law ; yea ſome|, 
have lately ſtrived both by their words|;- 
' and works to make the ſame wholly void]; 

and of no uſe, that they ſecm cither not 
to haye known, or to. hayc quite for- 
gotten ; That thy Truth remaineth from 
| one 
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To'theReadet, 


unto thee this complaint of thy Prophet 
David; Lord 'it is time for thee to lay 
to thine hand, for they have deflroyed thy 
Law.- Hear 'my prayer O Lord, and 
though I am ſmall, and of no repurta- 
tion, yer ſince I would'not forget thy 
Law, deliver mc from mine Oppreſſors; 


and fo- teach” me thy -Statutes, that-I | 
may keep them unto the end; yea | 


though the proud have me in derifion, 


Jand almoſt made an cnd of me upon 
Earth, yet let my heart be made fo 


upright in thy Starutes,. that I may not 
be aſhamed to remember thy promiſe 
made to thy Servant, eycn that where- 
in thou haſt cauſed me to truſt; Lee 
rt quicken me, and be my comfort in 
my troubles. For thou arc all my por: 
tion, '/and I haye determined 'to keep 
thy 


one Generation to another, or That thy } 
. righteouſneſs is an everlaſting righteouſneſs, | 
in ſo much that we may juſtly repeat | 


| 
| 


: 


| 


| To the Reader: - 
ove word ; Bcfago] was:aftlited I wenf' 
| h aſtray that .t. was good fol 
tg lave ſome troubles. - O.let m(* 
prcafeer bc ; always. .excrciſed in thy 
Laws Let be. a Lanthorn untg;.ay 
feer,. and a Light unto.my. path. Loo ' 
ypgn: mc; and:, be merciful-unto...m1de 
Hhonuſeſ to:be unto ahoſe whe. love h, 
-Ler'che prqud. be. aſhamedj 
Na T  bave; dealc_ fally with: mebo; 
- Let ſuch :a5- fear thee; be! curncd} untdbe, 
me, and camfort_ thou me aceproing 
tetheycars wherein I haye; been, adlict: 1 
ed, that they !;:who {es it: may: glorifigin 
thy: name,. for: mine eyes,haye almoſt]; 
tfalcd:; with waiting for «Hy aſfitranceh 
Theugh Lbave-gone aſtray like a Sheepl/ 
yes. feck thy Servant, and deal-w 
me according x0 thy mercy. Lex alll | 
theſe my - Supplicattons come of 
thee, that my. Soul may live; that my þ, 
hips may. praiſe: thee, and that -myjur 
Tongue 


Tothe Reader. 
enſongue may ling of thy Goodneſs mw 


» ercy for cycr and-cver, Amen... ..:, 


—— — —— Tc RS 


h Sir, among «ther kindneſſes wuchſafed 
my: your Neighbourbood, 1 received fran - 
@ ww the C opper Plates, which are-: now. © 
wade. uſe of in_ this \ Book, The- words 
We hich 1 have added unto thoſe.. dumb. 
wdrgures will. make them (1 hope *) much | 
mNepore profitable, and cauſe them to be a | 
ntqpeans of publiſhing theſe Caveats and | 
paniverſal Duties which are pertinent, as 
&þ Þ to the General well- being of Man- 
tagind, as to the Glory of God; which two 
olUings were the proper ends of our Crea- 
xeon, and ought alſo to be the chief care 
& our life. 


_— — 


| 7 0 thoſe ends therefore, and that your , 

; night not be unprofitably beſtowed, 
” hove returned the Coppies of thoſe Fi- 
mYytures which you gave me, illuſtrated with 


ZUC ſuch 


© © TotheReadet. 
ſuch Meditations as my leiſure and abt 
lity could afford. And they do now's 
well ſpeak as make ſigns what is prepared 
for wilful Tranſgreſſors of theſe Taws 
whereby if God may recerve-any honow 
6r his Children profit, 1 defire it may b 
ſome bohour and advantage, whith” is thi 
defire of We AID =}; IE 
SIC Your Hearty and Well 
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Geo. Wituzk 


Bleſſings will deſcend on him, 
From the Mount of Gerizan 3 
Bac frotri £bal th 


ing ſtands, 
Who ſhall break theſe juſt Commands 
And to thoſe who them obey, 
God propoſerh life for aye. | 
B THE 


- $1 
Let All thefe following "Leſſons learn, 
For all Manki#d-theſe: Laws concer. 


LL you who Sons'by Grace or Nature be, 
' Give, car ta'what my Muſes preach to me ; 
For, what now do purpoſe to declare, 
No lefs, than /nrverſal Statutes are, 
- Which every-Child, of Adam (here beneath) 
Muſt keep'in perſon, on the pain of Death, 
Or, by a faithful Penitence procure 
An able Phedge*o pay his Forfeiture. 

You, who by Nature, had the means to know 
What Duties, Creatures to their Maker owe ; 
Read here, what by God's Finger once was writ 
Within your hearts ; that you may pratiſe it. 
And having loſt that Tight which Nature gave, 
Take what you may by Grace's tender have. 

On fleſhly Tables once again renew 
The fair zmpreſion which at firſt he drew : 


olpS ADE >O WwHEHEHEISHF A OTCUOOCE >= 


-_ 


The Prologue. 3 
5 AI For, 'twas: your $ix which 'thence Gods: Law did? 
1 And, /gnorance therefore-excuſerh not. (blot 
Tou, whom the ſpecial grace of our Creator 
| Brought by his power:Almighty thro” the Water : 
Of ſound Baprtsſm, ( and, 'within the Flood 
Of his dear ions rnoſt pure and pretious Blood;  '\ 
Drown'd all that Hoaft of Sins, which our Grand 
Had muſtred, for our final overthrow: ) (Foe 
Obſerve you alſo, this renowned Law, 's 
To keep it, with a loving filial awe, | 
Leſt ( though you ſcap'd enraged Phayoh's Hoaſt) 
| Yourentrance to the promis'd Reſt be croſt : 
de, | And leſt your followingwhat your Luſt deviz'd 
e;} You, in your lawleſs wandringsbe furpriz'd | 
{| By thoſe (yet living Tyrants) who poſleſs 

The paſlages, of this Lifes Wilderneſs. 
For, though in 4# we cannot keep entire 
4 Soſtrit a Law, we may in our defrre; 
And where Defre is not perverted quite, 
We have a ready means to ſet it right. 
y | If any fay orthink this 08/igation 
Pertaineth only tothe Jewiſh Nation ; 
t | They are deceiv'd ; for if they well compare 
Theſe Precepts, to thoſe Laws which written are 
e, | Within our hearts,it will be our of doubr 
That, theſe, are bur the ſame tranſcribed out. 

In Stove, they were engraven long ago 
Leſt all-the World —_— quite fn grow 

p 


Of 


4 The: E 
Of theſe their Dunes, Tot Loads Oi 
To be preſerwd from lob=From them'we have | M 
Diſtingaith'Dby twe Fables tobe know, ' (them 
From Laws 'that were welg: oplinns of hit own : *[ Þ 
And though ſome literal cixccumſtance\be found --'| M 
Appeanng tooblige. beyond the Bound In 
Ot Legal Ceremonies, whichto ſome 
A means of tumbling and: offenee become ; A. 
Yet they, that meekty minded ars; ſhabſee 117 
The Eſſence whole, and fo. diſtines be It 
From /what 18 meerly Jewiſh; that no Doubt) By 
Shall give the weaker eonſcience thereabout ; Tt 
Fosthar whichlivefential may be 'ſpide 
From what ſhould only tor-a time abide | Bu 
' As evidently as our bodies. are, | 
Diſcerned from the gfourd which once we were! Sh 


It is sne Abſtract of rhe Zaw of Nature ; . IBY 
And that which every Reaſovable Creature JEx 
Which haph a Body, muſt tubraitunco, 
With Izcorporials, we have nought to do : WI 

> Nor us, to ſearch concernS'it'any way * It 
WW hat Law they are' obliged to obey. s 401 Wi 
Savvatmeneoames not by: this Law indeed, To 


| Yet knowledge ob our Syn, arfd thar-we need, Tt 
» A Saviourfar-it, by this Law is taught; 
Till which be known, nofatery car be wrought. pra 

Tis true, we cav keep it, yet itmay | 
Keep ws, from: tunhing quite out of the way; Wi 
Or, 


Or, Om ws Tritls T 
May in our” hearts, thebterctakerheir place. 
It maketh tio man ;\"Yertisx Gaſs | 
By Whictrthe faireft ofi Hulams race” ” 
May view-themſdves detorm 'd, and alſo ſee” * 
In whir defets they Ola repaired be . 
xy ſupply | 


It makes not ftrerght ; and in ity 
+ bifr'rHity rhat ſee AY find 


A. helpful , onr {ves to 
- | IFghuts ot 
It yieldeth TipHit to thoſe who grow rot nn 
By walful ; and Stibbbmnly cotite | 
ThoſeBeams 6fGtace, whicti tight woens 
It gives not flronge} ro go, (we m confeſs ) 

But, yet, it ſhitws a way to happinel 
| And,they whocan bur Jove it, when they know i it, 
e; {Shall either be vouchſafed ftrengrti top bn | 

, [By mediate help, or by immediate Gr ” 

| Exalted be to their defired place.” { -— 

It cannot merit Love, But ir-may ſhew, 

Whether, or no, our Love be falſe or true. 
. JThough 'tis not life ; It is the death of Yin, 
Whereby the life of grace doth firſt begin 
"To ſhew that /rving Faith, wherein conſifts 
The truth of their profeflion who are Chriff's ; 
And they are not ſuſpeed withour cauſe, A 
[Falſe Chriſtians, who conform not to theſe Laws. * 
It is a needful Tator, thouph ir ftand 
With looks tl frowning,and with Rod in hand 
B 3 'Tis 


Bs. 


29% 


works of | "I 
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IF 


5 4 | T, be \Bro/ogue. 
-*Tis truly Good though U thereby. we knows. 


It all condemns not, though it puts, in fear, 


In brief, this Law ſhall ever be in, force, 
Though from Believers God remoye: the Curſe. 
It ſhall in e never faila Jt, onus 


- (Akhough ſome Accidents continue not )_ 


And therefpre, they whole. Faith ſhallchem prefer 
Obſerve lems good REMEMBRANCER:, - 


;_ To theſe forcqgmfort and encourageman\}, 
The pl: {ers attends it mage Me 

- Withall the'circumſtances, which:may give 
Aſſurances, of what they well believe; | 

-Witboutchole Plagues, or, Terrors which we find 

_ Preſentedto correct a.favidh mind, | 

For they tht love heir Fopnder need no bands. . 

"But love 40 keep them true to tliele commands, 
Love is the Zaws fulfilling, 'tis that-end 

"Lo which both Laws =='x all good Agions tend: . 

- And he thatLoves, unto himfelf is. made 

> A Law, whereto wenothing need. toadd, 
Before thereſt, our Muſe,:to tright them ſets 
The Tipes of pun;/bments, and horrid: Threats ; 
If cither, may bring, home. the Soul that errs, 

- God's be the praiſe. the Comfort of it theirs. 

And let me ſhare the prayers and the bliſs 

{ Pf thoſe that ſhall pe pcoficed by this Amen. 


Com- 


And oft befriends us, though it ſeem:aFoe,., »,, || 


It brings to Chriſt ; andithep, it leaves us there. |. b 


Commandment 1. 
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Pharob, by great wonders w 
To acknowledge God was brou 
And had Reaſons light toſee 
Who his only God ſhould be.: -*: 
Had he well that Guift employ,” -- 
Special Grace, had been enj ds TI» 
ut, no uſe thereof he made, 
And ſo, loſt the gifthehad ; 
Stubborn too, the Fool did grow, 
And ran headlong to his woe. X 
B 4 Command. 


"and let him be 
YOU cas thee. 


A 'Duty;we may iewile < 

T whom nd kind uſage may perſwade [Th 
| From ſinful Paths ( till they atraid are made ) Th 
We here ex it Pharobis a chief”; An 
Of thoſe, w fulter aran 7 ja Ml Lei 
Join with conternpColiaed + that from thenceInſ 
Might I (NEON pennence, | Of 
Tothem tha with Dpoics and fear Fre 
+ Receive the holy prece Which they hear, Wt 
We ſhew with /ove and mercy how they may Fo 


Obſerve the Sreight, and Shun the Upphell way ITh 
ere * 


\ : , ; J af 1 
wy There is one God alone ; That: God is his 
MF 3y whom weformed and reformed bep'+7 21 chart v4 
\nd they who ſerve another, or te” HEAEL 
is Attrabutes, commit impicry, - 
This(God, (that's God indeod) hook 
ly will and pleaſure is, you fhaDl obey” © | 
e only as your Lord, (and umons \ \' 

No reaſon render, why it ould be thas 3 © | nr f 
roceeds not ſo; but hath declared Mis * 
We ſhould accept bim for our Dety, fo 
diperadventure this vouchGtel he © £1 of 1 
To teachthem knowledge who wy Droere bel 
And thew to us (by being meekand* nn zorrf 
How from falſe Gods the trite wes y 
For to be God is to be good, and'ſo nl 
In Goodneſs infinite, to overflw, ©" (13 F19V9 
That all may taſt thereof (el excepting gnone').” 
Such is my God, and heis God'alofe: 5-51! Sy 
' [The Zgyprian Bondage, tipified all arty « 
The Race of Adam, in = bor. tative Thrall.” 
And as theirtemporal Saviour; Moſes thay. 11907 | 
Left not behind one hook, muchteſsa many, = Þ 
cQInſhv'd: to: Phareh, fo the blefitd Son fs 2H = 
JOf this Great God hath ranſonrd 4yery one? Ny | 
From that fad houſe bf Bondage and ofÞ _ 
Where we, withowt/Redemption He had 9 
For which great favour, he fromius doth crave; 
y That we no orherGdd, burhim ſhould have. - 


} f 


ITT” 


And 


To Commandment. 1. 

And that we.love-him. with a Reverent awe, 

Which is the whole fulfilling of this Law - - + 
This Gracious God, by many is'rejeed, 

pe they underſtand, or ſtand -affeted,;: 
\ey.take, or make-up New ones of ſuch things 

As almoſt to contempt, the Godhead brings." / 
He of himſe/f would make ſome Dezry 

Who his owa power ſo much doth magnify, 

As if by that he; thought to gain acceſs; 

To prefent and to future happineſs. 


He makes the Wor/d his God who thinketh fir$*®! 
To loye,. to follow; ſerve, and honour it; Nec 
As inany do, and-they. who much incline 1 


To laye this God, ,areenemies tomine. 
makes his' L«/# a God who doth fulfil 
In every thing his own unbridled Will : 
This Tyrant many-ſerve ; Yea-this is He '(free. 
Who makes them Bond/laves, 'whom God fetteth 
* He makes the worſt men Gogs who doth obey o 
Their Pleaſures; -in an unapproved way, h 
Or their amperious threatning ſo much feareth 
As think it from bis Duty him deterreth. | 
He makes the Devil, God; who doth beheve, F.;- 
By evilmeans, good bleſſings to receive; 1 . J 
Which very many (-very often ) doe $a 
Whoſe. words deny him, and'defie him too. re 
. But ſome of usnot only Guilty, ſtand YE, 
Of being breakers of this firſt Command, Bat 


By 


ol 


| Commandment . I. re 
y ſerving Gods belide ; ( and more.than ) vn, - 
ho from Death, Sin and Hell, did us redeem. 
'But, either we neglet him alſo il, | 
Pr, practiſe works to him ſo op 
hat into worſe impierties we opon, 
han ſuch, as yet, - confeſs no God at all. .. 1 
For, .by diſtruſt, ſelf-love, backſliding feara! + 207 
conſtancy, Preſumption, truitleſs Care, - ,j -(\ 
mpatience, Grudging, Frowardueſs or Pride,:- 
ith other ſuch; oux God we have deny'd..:; 
gr More oft than once, and oftner fear we 
to this error through our trailty fall. ., 
This Law, (in fome degree) is alſo broks, ;. 
nlets. we, to our powers, due;care have took = 
6 Shun each cauſe of breaking i it-z.. The Cit j 
Þ /gnoraxce, (the ground of misbehef. J 4 
e Þ be next, isto be. oft, and willingly 
- mong Profeſſors of Idolatry... 
he Third is Serwile fear, which many ways 
he Heart unto Idolatry betrays, 
he laſt (not leaſt.) is when the, ſway we give 
'o any Luſt or Sin : For (thus believe) 
uch men, to gain the full of their delight, 
Vill change their God, or leave 'Redigjon quite, 
ea, they who hate at firſt ſo groſs a Sin, 
\re by the Devil this way hooked in. 
This Meditation here had found an end 
But that there are, . ſome others who offend 
Againft 


Yy 


2 T ommundnarn-]. 
Againf® this T.26)in ſack a high Depree. 
As thaethey haſt not rare rho 4 be. © 

The trueſt Gf, 'contefled is dythetn * 2 cb Fi 
Their only God They ferve-and honour him" 
In outward ſhew 3 andit believewe may, 
What they (hernſelvcs have'fleaſed been to ſay; 
They love himob ;- Bir either they thiſtake tit 
Or, by theirown Invention; new Makehitn, 
That though they ſpeaketiind, :Þy.a pracions Nan! 
The gobdnefs of iis nature,” they defame 129 11 
By making him the Authour to have Bay's 216 t 
And cauſe originitofevery Sin) 107 » #1 
For-in «ffirining that-rhe tallof Min, * - 

' And 8fty/ and: Dodth/ Fort! G6ds/ieer Wil bes 
tay tio lefs;' « though they praiſe Him 
For good to'them, and ſame few ſtitch.” 

To fay of theſe Var no whit -affaid, * | 
As of old 1dol- Makers, bath beenhid, | 

Their God atid'they are like, for 69 their Wilt 
They ground their —» -oagged” which mu hi ſtil 
Suppaſed ed Juſt) *Hiforie, perchitice, of 
+ Would be as ereiePi'they ncy tritn 
But thar: thei” F7N7He Natures cahinot reach- 

The Fyranies whietthey of hirn db preach. 
© Letusof ſachj pmpieries beware, 

What we conceive of God let us havecare, 
And nat (with fooltth Hereticks) ſuppoſe 


By eng common truths, ' and making ſhows 
O 


Commandment [I 
If holy piety to keep Gods eye 
. fo ſeeing when we wrong his Majeſty. 
* | For, if he bediſpleas'd with ſuch as make 
MN 'Þod Creatures of his Godhead, to partake, 
fow much more cauſe have they his wrath to fear, 


Ot ho make him worſe than his wor/t Creatures are ? 
Ling, that prime Attribute have overthrown, 
NM, ; which, he chiefly to be God is known ? 


TÞr, none are bound to.ſerve him (by this Law) 
ut ſuch as hedid out of bondage draw, 
..,Þr if he drew not all, then ſome there be 
ſho, though they have a God, ours is not he, 
, ft leaſt in ſuch a manner as may give 
mn, Jheſe Unbelievers courage to believe. 
«I Their God they ſay did ſome unhappy make 
© fo ſhew his power ; and for his G/orys fake; 
By God ishe, who pittied thew-Eſtates, 
[bom theſe do fancy hopeleſs Reprobates 
Iflue leaving out of thattemptation, 
which they lying to their Juſt damnation, 
nd for the day of wrath no finners made 
t ſuch as doabuſe the Grace they had. 
heir God is he, who forc'd mankind ro fall 
d mine is he, who did Redeem us all. 
My ſweet Redeemer, ſo my heart incline, 
That, I may always keep this Law of thine 
Amen. 


ſ 


F 


Command. TL. 


Superſtition here is free _ 

If her Idols rais'd may be 3 

And with Zeal the ſame purſues 

If will worſhip ſhe may uſe. - 

When, ſhe ſhould obey or hear 

Sacrifice, ſhe doth prepare. 

Such Religion to profe 

Is but irreligeouſneſs : 

And for that preſumptions vains 
Many Iſraelites were lain. 


Command. 


Command. nu 


| "Let every Hand and Heart nifty 
j- An Image ef ogr por ein. | E 
- Chand, 
"*Hree thouſand luftered by think brethrens 
For offeringviolence to this Co | 


for'comm of the ſame offence, ** | 
The Sword hath been in a&tion, ever ſince, * 
( Somewhere or other ) to thig:devaſtation * 
Of many a powerful and renowned Nation. #: 
For to a pony dbead, and no moe, , ©. 
Save hum, to whom ack Duty all men owe,” 


SPE SEC” > = > Hl 2 on Oo 29% 


Sufficeth not, unlefs ouf adoration Ar 
Be ſuch as may obtain his approbation. Se 
A forged worſhip meriggth a Rod M 

As truly as a falſified Godz | Bu 
And ſuch as do their own Relggiow frame, } 
Serve but their Fancies'y God bearchename. Þ1 


When humane wis, tied” fooÞ'd away the notion Fo! 
Of Gods true Being, and of trot Devorion, Th 
; Shecallingto remembrance thar. Fa Gregpure 

Had in it ſome iipreflion of bis nature, 


Did 


Colmntthnehh In. * t5 


ATTY: 


to aſcribe to hifi iriperfe& features 
d, | Who gave their bodies to the faireſt Creatures 
ns[| And in whoſe Eſſence all perfeTions are, | 
Yet in their wickedneſs they ſtaid not there, 
By wicked Cerenionies they invited _ 
The world to thitike the Godhead was. deligtited 
With hellith a&ioris for their wi org RR 
In horrid wiſe to death did often blee 
As acceptable offetings murtherous h; $5 
Were thought the Actors of his jult Commands; 
And dranken Riots with laſcivious Games 
Seem'd holy Duties atid had holy Names, .. P 
Nor did the Gextiles only thus miſdo_. 
But many Fews, and tnany Chriſtians too, 
he ſelf ſame fins in Eſſence did commit, 
ne. [ſhough with new Vizzards they had coveredit. 
on For how much better are their Feſtivals 
Then Bacchanalian Riots, in whoſe' Halls 
\nd Paftlours are aſſembled ( in the ſtead- 
Df thoſe poor Sou!s, whit Charity Ihould feed 
Did C A 


13 Commandment II. - 

A Rout of Rearing Ruffins, who are there 
For nothing but to drink,or game and ſwear ? 
—% it be that they might ſoon undo 
Thoſe fools which do abuſe Gods bounty fo ? 

Mens follies make them frequently toerr, 
And, then, they Yice for Yertue do prefer, 
Their Super/titzoy, makes them think amiſs 
Of God ; And then their ſervice of him, is 
Accordingly devis'd : they favour not 
That worſhip, which their wit hath not begot. 
They fear hita Tyraxt-like, and dream that he 
Is pleas'd with fach like worksas Tyrants be. 

For Carnal wiſdom; cannot be content, 
Unlefs it may be ſuffered to invent, 
The $t#nes, which make her Stage Religion ſeem 
To Superarrogate in her eſteem. 
Some, tho' they Scoff Idolatry, are hardly brough 
To ſerve a'God of whom they have not thought. 
A citcumſcribed Porm, to which, they may | 
Addreſs themſelves, in thatcorporeal way, 
Which they affect and therefore up they rear 
Such Calves, as to their Fancies doappear : 
Yea ſomerime ſuch 7deas they deviſe, 
As Piety would hate, and wit deſpiſe. _. 
_©* Some orhers are too homely, and too bold 
Another way, and no man layeth hold 
Upon the 7r«:/b, who thinks to ſeize rhereon, 
By ſearc 1ifg tor it, in himſelf alone, a 
| Ou: : 


ob 
IT, 


| Is either blind or careleſs. God, (fays one ) 


1 Tobe that Saturn, now ſet up again, 


Commandment. 11. 19 
Theſe Sins againſt this Precept juſthy bland 
As thereto a exjjary have been nam'd, 
In what we.muſed, on the Law before . 
To per ge Lo -—ay more, 
Vain Curioſity, blind Superſtition, -, _. 
Prophaneneſs, and a changeable Congitzon. 
By theſe we are perverted, yea, by theſe 
Our Gedis formed as our pleaſe ; 
Sometime (like thoſe of whorh the P/almi/t ſpeaks) 
TheGod which tot ſelf mans Fancy makes; 


Beholdeth not thoſe evils that are done, 

Tuſh, God regardeth not, another ſays, 

The folly or perverſeneſs of our waies. -_ 
Some others make unto themſelves, a God 

So mild, as if he never us'd a Rod. 

And, ſome again do fancy him to be 

So cruel ; that their God appears to m£e 


Who ( as the ancient heathen Poets fain ) 

Devour'd his Children ; And they fain him, fot 

That which the God+like nature doth abhor, 
Theſe Evils to prevent ; This Law divine 

The wandring h«mane Fancy doth confine 

All men in Sacred worſhipings reſtraining 

As well, from Intellefual Objetts faining, 

As from Corporeal forms : And him God threats 


heſl 


Who due performance of this Law forgets, 
C'2 | For + 


-- 
Fof 


As many ttid'as 
God knew, = "5 
Some objeds, whereupon 
His weak Devotion, he'w6 
Vain Fiftions, ef !Devotion,” 
Ir therefhre, paz; his 
Thoſe obje&s'tor the Jews, 


4s tight falſe 


 ConmBNmeny FE. 
[who knoweth beſt how fr 


By revreſentaRſhh, if eonvertient were, 
To ſhadow _—_ his nature, did: d eerie 


thdns IT tick ſe 


d dither make 


forlike. 
xinels to prepa 
bich fitting 


For them,'ſach wasthe Serperit ys 
Till by 1dojators abugd it was. © 
Such were their Temple ind the Metey Seat 


On which or towards which their eyeswete fer, 
In their Devotion: ;rlar the wartdring {ence 
T here being fixed, Faith might-rat e frotn thence 


The ſafer tight; ind that Religion ma _ 
A body have; wherem Her Soul may ftxy, 
For,  doulgels tharRehigion is ak, o 
Which hath'rio outward ſhape for'men . to view. 
As for tiefews : "Ouryealknefs, tendrivg T0 
God, hath'vouchſztt the Hike, for ustg. do. 
He kth advanc'd for us to 160k upon 
The Ima#e'of his CrurHre? Soy, ©. 
And limbW'him in his word with fachdimenſioris 
As may, abd ſhould employ our Apprehenſions, 
Withour'all vain additions of our own, 
* Until, the'Efemrce of it, may be kriown. 


Nor 


Commandment I. 21 


Nor of our ſetves nor to our ſelves was made 
This Image ; But, the ſame, from God we had. 
He (et it up, for us to fall before it ; 

To contemplate ; to honour ; to adore it. 

This Image he that faithfully ſhall view, 
Thereby, that long left Image may renew, 
Wherein Mankind was framed by God's hand, 
And in that likeneſs we ſhall ever ſtand, 

Still praiſed be that /mage, which hath power 
To perfect ſuch Imperfe&neſs as our :- 

And letall thoſe who ſhall the ſame deſpiſe 
Be guilty of the worſt 7dolatrres. 
Oh Chriſt ſo perfett my renewed will 
That I this holy precept may fulſil. 


Amen. 


Commaniment III. 


-- _ 


—_— 


Curſes, Blaſphemies, and Oaths, 

NIE 
the Ruffin, now 

To ſeek faſhionable (ins, 
No more fearing to blaſpheme, 
Than to take a praiſeful Theme ; 

But the Sin they count ſo ſmall, 
Doth aloud for vengeance call : 
And, in Figure here we view 
What for this ar was due. 

4 


C ommandiaent HE." 2% 

Through Levity, | as, when himmame'they ſhall; 
For tritling Caufes ; ot, no cauſeatall, "51041 

He, that with Oaths, proteſtsikomaiters" oh; 
Or, ſwearers for.T ruths, whathehinſelf dorfaiy; 
Or, tells for certain, an uncertain thing; © 
» Or, vows to Ged, what be negles to-bring;® SO 
Or, maketh Vows of-what are not affowed : ay C ) 
Things tawfel-; or, things comely tobe vowed ::'9! 
Even he who ere he he that ſhalt xranſpreſs /2!! 
Theſe ways, is tainted with a guiltineſs. © © 
For, all theſe ways, Gods name- is'/ vainly uſed; 
And ſuch. offences cannot be-excufed. | det 

To' theſe we add our Scevires, who preſiine' 
The power of Exarcifms to affuttic; © ' 2 5 
And work by Conjurations of fuetvkind* * '.* 
As may no lawiul approbationfind,s 0 1127 
And muchfrom theſe, thoſe Cheaters differ not 
Who by conſederacythenamehavegor, _ 
Of cunning men or women, and pretend. og 
o. know black Arts and Pradtice, to defend _ 
Vur bodies, or to keep our goods from harms, _ 
y wicked Spels ; prophaning in the Chartns, 
| he names of Godjor portions of his'Writ; 
or, in ſuch Aftionsthey diſhonour it. | 
Nor is he better who delights to make, 
ads Truth a Theam' tor vain diſcourſes fake, | 
Ur, thence extradteth Teſts ; or, reads, or hears 
y Word, with heedleſs Eyes,with careleſs Fars: 


Or 


FAN: A. 


26 Cotemanelni#nt 111. 

Or. unprepared Heart. Nor, are they leſs 

_-Prophane ; 'who'to conceal their wickedneſs, A 

Or, -meerly-to-be deemed men devout : H 

Still at-their Girdles bear, Gods Book about, 44 

Or, ary holy Scriptures.to deviſe : In 
0 


A Cloak for \Szns'; and proofs:for Herefies , | Þ3 
Or, truths perverttheir falſhoods ro maintain, T 
For,-all of tlieſe aſſume God's Name in vain. T 

They of the-like-offence partakers are, E\ 
Who (as they term it). make a Holy War Is 
For. Chriſt; And in; his name do that pretend, Yo 
Which is for ſome-concealed wicked end. Ac 


All they who pray for theſe, (by name of ſuch, 


Do fight Gods Battles) do offend as much Of 
If they ſhall know:t; For, accurſed is Ye 
Such, bold and bloody policy as this. Wi 
He that plots Treaſon, or invents a Lie, Ag 
The Cauſe of God or Truth to-juſtifie 3 WW 


Doth Stray as wide : For, to aſſiſt his Fes, - 'YDif 
Theſe in Gods Nawe; within his Enſign goes. Wi 
Moreover they are guilry of this Crime t 
Who in undecent manner or iÞ time 
.; Reprove, or. threat, or comfort, or apply 
Gods promiſes, or Judgments, or deny, 
Their needfulapplication in Gods Name, 
When time, and place forthem require the fa 
For, of the Service, careleſs they appear, 
Pertaining unto him, whoſe name they bear. 


a 


a 


T To which with wealth and honour he 1s 


Communetment IHE. 27 
He breaks this Law who runs erche beſent, 


And in Gods name ſpeaks what Godnever meant, 
He that from FH lyOrders, goeth back, © * 


{| And by his Idlenels'becometh ſlack © 
{In Duties of his CaJing z or (grown rich, ''” 
| By Church promotions) thinks it overmuch; 


To execute. thar FunCtion as he ought, 


Even he, what fair excuſe ſo ere he make, 
Is juſtly faid Gods name in vain to take. 


FFor, it he proveth guiltleſs, he receiv 'd 


Adiſpenſation, more than Ibeliey'd. 

A Prayer without Faith ;*# formal mention 
OfGods duepraiſc, without'a due intention. 
Yea, vain or camplemental —_—_— 
Po Sincerity are prophana 

ainſt this Lanthough Tay many men enhing chought, 
t theſe are ſigns of perſons-better taught. 


| Diſembling Fats x Thankſgivings murnbled out, 


IWith heme Repititions, - (and devout, ) 
ht but feigned 7erm briength of Time, 
Do-make men guilty, likewiſe,” of this Crime; 
Nay many Sermons of the wwlgar frain, 
\re taking of the Name of God in vain. + © 
He that his Church or Chappe! hath bedeckt, 
\nd yet Gods Living Temples doth neglett. ; 
e, that a love tothoſe, doth ſeem to carry, 
ver, leaves defac'd his outward Sanfluary ; 


e that to bend his bady isaſham'd, 144 
Whea he ſhall here his bleſſed Sayiour nam's, |: 1 
He that without an inward Adoration, WI þ 
Bows outwardly, or,: with an Aﬀettation, | | | B 
To mimick Geſjures ;- or SUING the ſame,i aY ( 

f e Name 


Unto the vocal ſaynding a «3 7488 
Or either pra&tiſath, or leaves undone, + +: - + I I 
Such Duties in Conzewp? at any; one} 1. on 
Eveh He (though tq be guiltleGhe'pretends,) 1] W 
Againſt this Third Commeandement offends; :. Fc 


But none this holy; precept morebave broke - 'I Y; 
Than they, whq-onthemielvesEbrifts name hawfIn 
Yet live like /»figels; excepting thoſe; = (rbok Ar 
-- Who guild Zypocrify vath Godly ſhows,  \ > In 

And under pious habit4 aſe;toprey,, - | 1 
On thoſe, (who being-more figcere than they ) We 
Are-threatned, and ſuppaſe all wellbeſtown, -:: 
While theſe will rak<5-4ill aoching iether own. | 
God keep his Lambs from: theſe as. fram the wor 
Ofall Difſembers, ,and the moſt gechrR.'"!-! «3, 

The Faults condemn'dy: ſeen: nothing tg i lagve 

To thisabhorred Hell. begotten in; (bif 
Are Drunken Jollitits, nbridled paſtor, '' '1 114 
A wicked Cuſtom, Slight confideration, > | 
And evil Nurture( but much blame is;caſt, 
On Tutors and ſome Parents for the laſt): 7 bo, 
All theſe, muſt thereforeſhuanedbeby;him, |! 
That would-not Swear, For-ſwear,'Curſe nor Bla 

 pheme. T 


Commandment 111. 
This muſt be likewiſe heeded, that unleſs 


4} We ſtill (onall occaſions) do confeſs, 


18 The Name of God; and Sanftifie it too, 
{| By ſuch good Duties, as we ought to do : 
( As in Relieving thoſe who in his Name,) 
Shall ask (without abuſing of the fame,) 
QIn ſwearing by it, when juſt cauſe requires, 
'$1n ſuffering for it, (though by Sword and Fires) 
'| When God may be diſhonour'd, by a baſe 
(FForſaking ofour Faith, or of our Place. 


\ Yea, if we benot ready to our might, 


&QIn all Gods Attributes to do him right ; 

And honour him, in Deed, in Word, and Thought, 
Jn what we can, (although not as we ought) 
Ee faulter in our Duty ; and 'tis plain, 

"We do profeſs ro bear Gods name in vain. 

*My Heart LORD GOD fo ſettle in thy way- 
*'That I this Law, may neyer diſobey. 


Amen, 


Command. IV, 


Commandment IV. 31 + 


a + 


Rem os keep holy of Salhods depen? .þ 


a #& 


PE 
EE I A - 
"Tisnot in the Common Creed 
Thar he gather'd Sticks for need, 
Who for Sabbath breakingdy d 
For all wants were {0 ſupply'd, 
ou it ſeems he did _—— 
Contempt, Or Careleſineſs, 
He commits the ſame offence, 
inſt chis Precepes moral ſence, 
"Who the Chriſtian Sabbaths wrongs, 
And a Plague to him belongs, 


..- | 
Tot ttt tet atatotaltY Wy 
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Command. TV. | 


Ei 
To hallow, do not thouforget T 
Thoſe times, which God apart hath ſet. y 
H 


"Ou that our Chriſtian Sabbath do deſpiſe, Ti 
Behold this Figerewith regardiul eyes; Ti 
For, though on us this Precept doth not lay 


The Ceremonial ſervice. of the Yay; i». JW 
Or, to a Jewiſh Sabbath, us confine ; + JO! 

It n'retheleſs, a Duty doth enjoin, 246#- [Tt 
hich oo mumiieg can be freed from © ** J To 
ent C brift ſhall come. JNo 

For, OG regs » that convenient Ref; No 
Should be owes both to May and Beaff, . Sai 
Leſt their corporeal ſubſtance ſhould So 
Before the time z- And tis as neceſlary, Th 
The Soul ſhould have porn rb to rewn y 4 
0) 


His wil, on whom her bevy 

Freemen ,may reſt their ws opens when they pleaſe} To 
And Wiſe men, know how for to take ſoggy cale To 
Bur, lab'ri Beaſbs, and Men who are ' 
Or, they whom wants, or Tyrants tiave baaves (Sa) 
, Had 


Communttmen I. '33 
; | Had reſtleſs lived, tilltheir life time ended, 
; | Unleſs this holy Law had them: befriended ; 
And they who-to the fleſh-moſt favour ſhow 
For Soul affairs, but little rife allow. --- 

This God at firſt forefaw/and for thatcauſe 
+ | ( Though in Mays hearthe then ingrav'd tis Laws 
Eſſential, and long oblig'd himnot 
To ſuch additiogs as time fince begot”) 
Yet when he found that error and tranfgreſſion 
Had wholly rafed out the firſt impreſſion z 
To ſtop Corruptions Growth, he afterward 
To Rites, to times, and places had regfrd. 

All men at firſt had liberty totake- © 
What daies they pleaſed holydaies to make; 
Or, for convenient Reff. Nor did from all / 
This freedom ceaſe when God the Jews did call 
To keep their Sabbaths ; For, to one'ſet, day © 
No Nation were oblig'd fave' only they; 
Nor, had the Gentiles any other ts! © 
Save to obſerve-it in a moral wiſe, PX 
So far as might preſerve unto the Creatkre 
The freedom and well being of its nature: 

A Law concerning Reſt and holy Dues 
Confin'd indeed the people of the Jews © © 
aſe. yTo one ſet day, even oneſet day in ſeven; * 
aſe} To them were Ceremonies allo giver > © = 
redConcerning it ;which no man might tfahfgrels 
vedB(Save in great need) withour'much guilrinefs '- 

; D 


. 
, 


Mal 


34 Commandment IF. 
That Law, which nature ſimply had received 
At our firſt being was tothem derived 
With ſuch like Accidents as might be beſt 
To keepthem firm, and bring in all the reſt 
' In Gods appointed ſeaſon to embrace 
The Law of Nature in the Law of Grace. 

Their Cuſtomsand their Ceremonial day 
With Chriſt was buried and ſoſwept away. 
When he aroſe from death, that to renew 
And celebrate the Sabbath of the Jew, 
We are no more obliged than to rear 
Their Temple, andto build their Altar here, 
And yet, leſt man's corruption and the lack 
Of Accidents, might bring the Subſtanceback. 
Even to the firſt negle&, Chr# diſt inſtate 
His Church with power to change or abrogate 
The Circumſtances. of this Law; ſo far 
As needful ſeem'd, Provided that it were 
Eilentially preſerved, and in this 
Slie hath performed what required is. 

For, though the time be changed, it retains 
The ſame. proportion ;, It for uſe remains 
The ſame 1n Eſſexce, and that being ſo 
The fame obedience, is now due thereto, 


And, to what Circumſtance the Charch thinks fit 


To helpcdbatinue the right uſe of it. 
or works whicti truly neceſſary be ; 


| 


Fre 
Now therefore, though that every day be free} Of 
Anc 
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Commandment IV. - : JF 

And, though thoſe Worſbipers which are fincere 

May worſhip any day or any where, 

Yet none can without guiltineſs deſpiſe 

The Places, Rites or Times, of Sacrifice 

Appointed .by. the Church, while they accord 

What may be:autborized:byi the word.!'' + -+ 
This Law istherefore broke when wedeſpiſe 

The Faſtings, Feaſtings, or Solemmnities' : 

The Church appoints, or if.we thall deny 

Such daies to honour andto fanCtify © ' - 

By reſt from Common Labours, whenſoere - ' | 

We may without. much. damage, them forbeir ; 

Or, if wevilify thoſe Chriſtian Rites 

Whereto the publick diſcipline. invites, + 

Or, them perform not oh their proper day + 

As often as conveniently we may. --- + | 
This Law is broke, itto our lab'ring Beaſt, 

Or, Servant, we allow not ſo much reſt 

As nature ſhall require, and-may conduce 

To keep them able for our lawtul uſe. 

Or, if we ſhun not all occaſious too 

Whereby we may againſt this Law miſdo. 

And they are theſe ; A hardzed heart, a mind 

Prophane, and unto. Greedineſs inclin'd, 

A falſe belict; falſe liberty ; falſe knowledge, 

Frequenting of the Company and Colledge. ' © .. + 

Off falſe believers ; ( From whom ſelf will pride 

And Superſtition no man can divide. /, i 4 
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36-. | Commanetment” IV. 
Let no man then that lawleſs freedom take 
Which may occaſion ſtrife or ſcandals make, 
By needleſs Labours, nor muf-cenſure them 
| Who take ſome liberties which they. condemA, 
In things indifferent, and ſhall not move 
- In ſuch 'gainſt: which their: Governors approve ; 
And in thejr,manners let. them peaceful be, 
Though they3#Ftheir opinions diſagree. 
; Let not thoſe times the Church hath ſet apart 
To reſt the body, to inſtru&t the heart, 
And to preſerve a due Commemoration 
Ofevery bleed means of our Salvation, 
Be judged vain, or, that they do not draw 
Authority ſufficient tor this Law : 
But let ther know: tor Ttuth; rhough not for news, 
That all the Feaſ{s and. Sakbaths' of the Fews 
Were but'the-T ypes of ours ; and thar ifthey 
Sha'l tor the Shades the Sabſtance caſt away, 
They are unwiſe; and guilty of offence 
Againſt this Precepe in the moral ſenſe. 
+ Let thoſe who tor-the bodies eaſe and pleaſure 
Part of this rzwe allow ; preferve rhe meaſure 
T hat $s juſtly-due, and in due manner too 
Do that which is allowable to do: 
Not for the Soul's well being caring leſs 
han to prevent the Bodies wearineſs. 
Let chem who ofthe Soul moſt heedtul fcem, 
Remember, {tll, the Body to eſteem. $ 


Commandment IW. 37 


A Portion of that Manhood, for whoſe fake 

Our Sabbath-mgker did all Sabbaths make, 

And give it ſo much liberty as may 

Make pleafant all the Duties of the day. 
And fince no private Spirit can impoſe 

A Rule for all; let all berul'dby thoſe 

Who by a publick Spirit come to learn 

What may a publick body beſt concern. 
Or, if among us any one ſhall deem 

There is a truer way madeknown to him ; 

So let him walk that he himſelf approve - 

To be in all his waies a Child of Love. 

For ſure Iam, that if the common peace 

He keep until humility increaſe, 

True knowledge in him he, then plain will ſee 


Whobeſt expouhds this Law the Church or He. 
Come Holy Ghoſt, ſo ſauttify my heart, 
That from this Law I never may depart. 


Amen. 


Command, V, 


He that his Pather: death 
Sonleſs, yie P his breath. 597% | 
He, that would his Prince have ſlain,  {\ 3 ++ 
Had his:pardon ſent in vain, | 
For althongh the 'King forgave, 
Fuftice urg'd her due to have, 
That yes —_— may 
Lagad 'precept to obey, 

And the S»bje# ſtand in awe 
How he Sins _ this Lew. 

4 
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Command. V. 


On "on all FEARS - he, beſtow, 
Wheg2s the Name of Parents 20, 


Hat of a Subjefs will become, 
i celeſs Children view.in Abſolom: 


" For, whoſe: Offen ce the Earth did ( mas 


Retuſal mak&his Bodies weight to 

And Heav'n rejeRts it; thar they e preſent 
Him hanging for a dreadfiil Mo 
Through Ages all, to warn and keep i inawe 
fe: & and Infringers of this Law. 

| This Precegi of the ſecond Table 

- Unto the ſt in this isanſwerable®" - 5 

They both enjoyn and Adomour iwhers 'tis due, 

Their none are theſe which do enſae- 

; "Here bleffng Foll ow$%, there it wenit before 

One Parent, that coregtn 'd; This , many more. 

He that ſhall break this Precept, makerh ſnares 

Wherein to hang himſelf at nnawares,. 

And overthrows (as muchas in hiq lics ) 

All Common-weals, and all Societes ; x 7 
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Commandment}, 4%, 
Yet, ſome affe&t it not, but loudly'cry 
For times which may erect a Parity. 
And, ſome who dream they keep 44, are toblaine 
By being ignorant, how far the Name 
Of Parent reacheth, which we briefly ſhow, 
Þ | That they might better do and better know. 
We from the Parents of our bedies have: 
A natural being ; and they juſtly crave | 
To be obey d 1n all things, but in thoſe ', | 
Which either may Superior powers oppoſe, 
Or, to ſome-Being hurries us,that- ſhall .. r; 
#: 1 Be worle, than to have never begh.atall... 
Beſide theſe Parents,” we td. many ran «3 v0 
A Duty; by:this Qbligation we... + © - ic] rit 17 
The Fathers of our Country, by this Law, 
Firſt claimeth of us, | {Zoyour, | Love and, pop 
And frm himielk, the ſame Prerogatives: ; 
To his, Inferiour Magiſtrates detives. ' | 
There is a Fatherhood inthoſt that be; « 
Oar Elders, and. our. Betters in degree. | 1. | 
Our Maſters alſo, may haye-wagrant here; ; 
To challenge from-ys, ; Reverence and Fear 
And; Husbands alſe may inter fromi hence! 
Geog roof of right/ta their prehetinence; : 
a witneſs wanted thereunts; | 
My Wile Iknow: would fay the ſame 1 do: 1/11 
Andhat, Igive. "wins , 
That is not tounnd Mevery mans pollefling.:'':** 7 
Our + 
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42 Commandment V. 
Our Ghoſtly Fathers by whoſe careful pain 

We are anew begot, andborn again ; 

(Ev'n to a life more excellent than that, 

Whereto our fleſhly Fathers us begat) x 

Have Honours due, no lefs than thoſe to whom, 

We Sons and Daughters in the Fleſh become, 

Yea and our Fathers in ſome fort they be, 

Who,from Thrall, Wants andDeath,hath ſet us free. 
' Alltheſe from usan Honour may command, - 

According to the place wherein they ſtand ; 

Toſome of them we do not owe alone, 

That Honour which may outwardly be done, 

Or, thatuofain'd reſpet, whichdoth accord, 

=_ bare Obedience, But we muſtafford 

Allhelps, w wealſo, mia 

The Wan t, rn Sans the Ha) ex Diſernaje 

Which may befallthem, we ſhould meekly bear 

Their words and blows,ev'n when unjuſt they are; 

We ſhould not pleaſure take inany thought, * 

_ With which Aifiomour may-to them be brought. 

Thoughthey ſhouldicurſe us, we muſt always bleſs, 

Defend'their lives and hide their nakedneſs, 

We ſhould-not hear them wrong'd : nor ſhould our 

To all men tell itqwhen they do us wrong,(tongue 

Bur pray and ſtrive;that blameleſs we might prove, 

How crookedly ſo 'ere they pleaſe to move. 

For he alone who thus obey them' ſhall, 

Hathan Qbedience Evangelical, | 
«& Among 
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Commandment V. 


Among thoſe many who theſe Laws do break, 
And paſs unheeded any breach to make, | 
On this Command, who greatly are to blame, 

In being diſobedient to the ſame, 

The firit and worſt are that ill tutor'd ſe, 

Who Magiſtrates, and Rulers contradi&, 

They who at all Superiors madly ſtrike, 

And fain would have us honour'dallalike, 
Aredeeply guilty, and this juſt command, 

They fruſtrate make ; if ought I underſtand. 

The other fort, doth Goverament forſake, 

Of whom God pleas'd this gracious Law'to 'make, 
Do ſometime lo grievouſly tranſgreſs, 
Againſt this Law when they by wilfulneſs, + 
By Pride, or Cruelty, provoke or ſtir, 
Thoſe to rebel, who Soxs or Faſſals are. 

For, he that wilfully gives cauſe of ill, 
Shares equal Guilt with him that aQts it ſtill, 
By finning he brings others to be naught, Pt þ 
Then ſuffers by them, for the Sin he taught; ' | 
For they who Tyrannous Commands do lay, - 
Shall find their Servants treacherouſly obey. 

The Crimes forbidden here as having bin, 
Occaſions of a rgoare immediate Sin, 

Againſt this Law ; are Emvy, Self conceit, 
Licentionſneſs (which chinkedh over-ſtreight, 
All tyes of Government. ) Forgetfulneſs, 

Of thoſe Commodities which we poſleſs. 


By 


44 " Commandfnrent V. 
By them who Rule us likewife we may add, 
Ingratitude ; Il habits ſooner had, 
Than loſt) Groſs Rudeneſs ; and the Vice, 
Whence moſt Sins flow infatiate Avarice. 

I now remember that I named nor 
Some other Parents overmuch- forgot. 
We have a Heavenly Father unto whom, 
His Children ſhould more dutiful become 
Than yet they be. + Bur, what to him we owe, 
The former Table oftheſe Laws doth ſhow: 

We have a Mother too, which (more our Sin) 
Hath in this Age 'ore much neglected bin, 
Nay worſe ; (I would it were yntruly faid) 
She hath diſhonour'd been and diſobey'd, 
More like a cruel Step-dame than like her, 
Within whoſe bleſſed Womb conceiv'd we were. 
I mean the holy Church the Spouze of Chri/t, 
For we her wholſome' Diſcipline reſiſt, 
Her comely Ceremonies we deſpiſe, 
Her Government we often Scandalize, 
We ſlight her Bleffings, we her Ceunſels hate, 
We of her Ornaments and her Eſtate 
Diſpoil her ; her beſt Children we betray, 
And when ſhe would embrace we run away, 
In all which rhings we difobey this Law, 
And vengeance bothon Sou and Body draw : 
| God grant this wickedneſs we may repent, 
Before he change intoa Puniſhment, 


The 
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Commandment V. ". 


The Bleſſing promis'd : For he from the Land, 

Will root the breakers of this great Command, 

That men may know the danger to contemn, 

A good Conditicn ; when 'tis off red them. 

Some arealready gone : And though few ſee, 

(Or will confeſs ) that they afflited be 

For this offence : yea though few think that they, 

Were rooted out, becauſe they went away 

By their own choice: Yet God to them hath ſhew'd 

Their error by ſome Plagues which have enſu'd ; 

Since their departure, that they might perceive, 

How frowardly they did their Mother leave ; 

And that the truly penitent might there, 

Enjoy the Bleſſing they did forteit here. 

God open ſo their eyes in their diſtreſs, 

And ſo inſtru them in that Wilderneſs, 

Towhich they run, that(though like Sarabs Maid, 

They fly from her with whom they ſhould have 

They may divert our heavy Condemnation, (ſtaid 

| And leave a bleſling to this Generation. 

Lord Grant thou this, and that thoſe may not ſhame 

Their Brethren who departed without blame, 

To civilize the Lands which know not yer, 

Their blindneſs, nor what Sins they do commit. 
And gracious God, preſerte a Heart inme, 
Which to thi Law may ſtill obedient be. 

Amen. 


Commandment VI, 


ch unpurg 
Till a Flood of Tears it coſt, 
Or till blood for blood be loſt. 
Nor old age, rags of time 


Cleared Foab of this Crime, | 
Nor his Power, though great it was, 
Nor 2 priviledged place Mag 
Could his head from Vengaance hide, 
Bur for this Offence he dy'd. 
Command. 
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Command. VI. 


Thy Makers Image do not ſpill, 
here God commands thee not to kill. 


One had been fafe, unleſs the bloody fin 
Forbidden. here, had both reſtrained been, 
And till/purſued”( miſchiefs to con 
With open and with ſecret puniſhment. 
Therefore Almighty God (who hath decreed vs 
Thathe who ſheds his Brothers Soo, ſhall iced) ** 
Attends it ſtill with vengeance and the Sword 
(According to ths dreadful ſounding word Tl 
Pronounc'd long ſince to David ) ſhall not leave 
Him or his houſe who doth of /fe bereave 
* A guiltleſs man ; till for that crying guilt, © 
Some Bloodof his witimely ſhall be ſpilt. n 
For though like him, whom here we repreſent T 
Men, may by greatveſs, . keep off puniſhment, Y 
Till they are old, it will their beels purſue, Tt 
And give them at the laſt their bloody due'; 
For I have rarely heeded oe in ten, 
Of thoſe raſh-headed, and fool-hardy men, 
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Commandmentsl. 49- 
Who ( as they fondly term. it) fazrly kill x * 
Bur, ehey or theirr, tiave either ſuffered fill, ;.- 
Deaths violent ; a ded in their prime, , | 

Or, Iſſyeleſs ; fo: this Blood-ſpilling Crime, -,-. 
Yea, and for ought is kagwr,, tae lelt-lame Dooth 


, | On thoſe who ya eſcape, erg long we yxog [ 
Fates, 
ates! 


ne 


And if the fair dwe Murthers have thaſ 
How ſhall he ſcope that foul oxes tra ;4{ 
Of this 'offencs: let all men conſcience make 
For their owy weal, or for their Childrens fake 
Whom they6ege : For inthe ſame degree 
Wherein they marther, i repaid thall be, 
Or, their own perſons, or of ſome of thoſe. | 
By whom her due, juſt vengeance may nat Joſe; 
_ "If thou haſt took away, the like of Fame, - 
1) From any; thou ſhall ſufter 1 thy Name! ; 
If by unchriſtian Anger, or by, hate, - * 

Thou ſhalt occaſion what may, ruinate 
Anothers Being ; in thy Generation, 
Orin thy ſelf, expeCt retaliation. ; 
Unleſs Repentance in a Foung of tears (wears. 
Shall cleanſe that ſtain, which nothing ele out- 

Oppreſſiom makes the Poor his life to: legle.. 
Like Poy/ons which deſtroy men by degrees, 
With lingring Deaths, and:inan age or two 
That Sin doth all thoſe Families undo 
Which were enrich'd thereby, yeal bave feen 
Their Sons: who by oppreſſion rais'd live eds 
| | WR a a F 
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'Sd natrandnent VI, 
Tofall from large ERates by ſome and ſome 
- Till 'they'to ſacttbaſe poverty havecome, 
As brought:them to the Galloks : Therefore they 
A& murthers who take means & life away 
'By-aa oppreſing band; "and murher not 
The poor alone ; but thoſe whaon they begot. 
He-is #i Heart 'a Murtherer who prays 

For dthers deaths; and in effe@ he lays, 
Who can, but wilt not fave, if tc afford 
Deliverance, with Fuſtice will accoxd, 

Nor from this error are'they cdlinteCfree, 
Who. wittingly ſtall an occaſion be 

To other men, of that which may intice 

By word,” or by example to this vice, 

Such are thoſe Hackſters(who themſelves don 
Men of the*Sword' ){but ſureenough TI am) 

( Men ofa baſe Condition) theſe arethey 

Who tleſh our blooming Genrry inthe we 

Of brutiſh Qzarrefs, and their minds poſleſs 


he. 
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- Juſt of their ſtamp, are they who ſhall provok 
Their Friends unto Revenge for what was ſpoke 
In drink orpaſſion 3 making them believe 
Tbey were diſgraced if they ſhould forgive ; 
And fo the Fools areurged to purſue 

Thoſe wicked Counſels which at laſt they rug. 
Another way as faulty are thoſemen 


With Rage inſtead'ot ſober Maylineſs. | 
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Whopubliſh by the tongue or þythe/pen 
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Commanalment VI. - $f 

Thoſe Hereſies and Fancieswhich undo  ., 

y (Here andfor aye ) themſelves and others too. 
Theſe laſt, are out of queſtion deeply dy'd | 

In this red Crime, though fome otthem can hide 

Their Guilr with holy ſhews. ; The former ſort 

Though well eſteem'd, :and>ſuctr as nonereport 

Or take for Murtherers, would ſoon be'caſt 

If ar impartial verdi&1hould' be paſt. 

There is a murthering poyſon infome words 
And Flatteries, gre otherwhile the Swords . . 
That Kill their hearers; though whea they infect; 
They donor murtherby aline dire&; 

Moreover, other while unkindnefs may- : 
Strike dead a Gentle heart; and ſuch as play 
Falſe play in Love,( as when they.doallure 

Andcauſleſly reje& ) may ſoonprocure 
Untimely Death. But-fuch like youthful Crimes 
Though jeſted at, bringgvengeance many times. 

He that by lawful means doth blood require 
For blood unjuſtly Spilr, with more defire 
To fatisfy his rage, than'to prefer 
True Juflice; is a parcel Murtherer. 

And fo are ſuch, who prattiſe to encreale 
A publick Concord, or mens private peace. 

In ſome:degree of Murtherers are they 
Who totheir might remove not far away 
4 All ſuch veraftonizgs as may begin . | 
4 Orhelp to perfect this inkumane S:# mY 
holy , | 
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52 Cominandment V1. 
And therefore by this Law we are forbidden, 
To keep an Erimity in ſeeret hidden, 
That may provoke Revenge : which to prevent 
A Duty doth precede the' Sacrament 

Of Chriſtian 2nty ; -and they commit 

Againft this'Zaw wha fail to practiſe it. 

Pride, Wrath, Scorn, Avarice, Wine in exceſs, | , 
Wrongs, Jeers, Negletts, and Jeſts with bitterneſs, | , 
With other fuch (which ether are or draw l 
Occaſions on, to violate this Law) : 
Are breaches of it. And though few ſuſpe@, p 
(Becauſe theſe arc but breaches dire} Þ 
That ſuch enormities unputuſh't be Fo 
(For that, but ſeldom they inflicted fee 
Immediateſtripes) yet, queſtionleſs, by ſuch 
Thoſe tronbles are bronght on, that{horten much 
The life of Man ; arid thereby finiſh'd are 
His numbred years before he is aware. 

. The Sowtdzer (whom I had almoſt forgot) 
Is very peaceful, if he murther not. 
To kill is his profeſiion ; 'yet I fay, 
He murthers if hisPriſner he ſhall ſlay, 
'The battel being paſt. The Voluntary 
Whom, an ambitious Avarice doth carry; 
To hoſtle Actions, when his lawful Prince, 
Nor ſends nor calls him, nor the juſt defence 
Of his own perſon, or his Countries good 
Engageth tobecome a man of blood. - - 


Ev'n 


Commandment VI, "54 


Ev'nhe may be ſuſpeed, not to tread 
A path ſo noble, and ſo warranted 
As he conceives : yet neither praiſe I them, 
Nor do1 peremptorily condemn 
Their practice, but refer what T have ſaid, 
In their own conſcience to be rightly weigh'd. 
| «* Lord give us eyes our Secret fins to ſee, 
> | © While time and place to us vouchſafed be, 
» | © Thatwe may leavethemm, and that Loveembrace 
« Which will conceal them with her vail of grace. 
« For, if with Foab we grow old in Sin, 
* Which hath not really repented bin, 
« Till thou growſt angry ; vengeance will not tarry 
« But ſmites us dead, ev'n in thy Santtuary. 
* Thrice holy Trinity, my Heart poſleſs, 
* And, I, this Precept, never ſhall tranſgreſs; 


Amen. 


Command, VILE. 


Commandment VIL 


When this Figure thon haſt ey'd, 
Think how theſe two Wantons dy'd, 
And what horror was therein, _ "OY 
When Death took them in their Sin, 
Hurrying them from their delight, 
To an Everlaſting Night. 

Mind it well, and mind it (o, 
That thou ſtill may'ſt careful grow, 
From thoſe evils to be free, 
Which this Law forbids to thee. 
E 4 Command, VIL. 
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n Appetite : 
/It in your ſelves ; why may not wes 


y "y \ wget Polgoes 


wn the very Ad of Sirf?” 
pnfiger this and tremble : Ferns y 
"Fwy we of ane or 
Thus aſe ;"T hat you might forſake the ffiarey 
And others be forwarn dof coming there, 
Permit Adultery, and none .breed 
Without a M»gre/qnd 4 mingled feed, 
Allow ſuch mixtures and none then ſhall know, 
On whom theues of birth-right to beſtow, 
Save a bleſt Fafttion, ' And whathavoke then 
Will Trecherys 2 Murthers make of Men? 
And, who w:1! carefal be co foſter that | 
Which no man owns, and Brutiſh Luſt begat? 


\ad,, 
; Str . , 
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Commandment Ki 
 Sq;necdful was this Zaw, that here todweld :. 
Vithout it, were to live the life of Hell -- ::. : is, | 
Vith Fiends incarnate, whoſe licentioufneſs:::c 
{heir own and others miſchiets would increaſe... 
- Bet thankful for it; and declandi © 
A Your thanktulnefs: with diligence and cars.. 

In kee eping of it ; that you may have reſt: 
From ſorrows here, and be hetcafter 
And leſt. your Duties fram/you, may be 
Obſerve that by this Precept iy Pars rv F 
Not goly ſuch uncleanneſs th [1 
A Married Bed; cbut, thatit thoſe: repyyirh,.- 
Offenders tog, who mrs, 1 899 Ti gal! 

ſtave, ©: #0080 9 V4 


Or 10a married or wnmas 

Abuſe their Members in the wanton fa&-- 

Of any lawleſs or uncomely Adt:; | 

Which appertaineth co that lefhly ſm, 1 -! 

Which by this Zu bath interdiadbed bin. _ '':t1 2 7 

No breach of Wedlock was perchanoeinthat*''s 

Bold Zimri did with Casbicperperrate, 

Yet vengeance:fblowed on. it, to affright 

All thoſe who in Laciviouſneſsdekghr, 

Young Oman climed) not his neighboprs bed, 

Yet God for his tranſgreſſion finick: him dead.” 

And let the ſhameleſs wantons ofour da 

Who boaſt (as of a deed that merits 0 
How, many umouch't Virgins awry Ears 

Leſt by a ſudden Plague 


© 


For 


58  Commundment V1 
For leſsthan that of which theſe villanies boaſt, * 
Full Three and Twenty Thouſand lives did coſt +þ 
In one-days round ; and it may forfeit them | 
Their freedom in the new Jeruſalem, 

To thun groſs wantonneſs will not ſuffice, 
Ualeſs the wandrings of Adulrerous eyes, 
Laſcivious touches intermixt among 
The —_— of a luſt provoking rongue, = 
Bewiching ſmiles, .And . Geſtures, which, intice, |; 
Both mind and bpdyteembrace this Yice, 

/ With ſuch like CyceawCharmings, 'be-ſuppreſt, 
ny eraarin a Man into a Beaſt, 
Nay if the ſecret loogings of the Heart, The 
We labour not (with all our firength) to thwart, 
When they indine ro Luſt ; we'thereby ſhall 
Begwity, thoughin Ad we never fall. 

If therefore blameleſs we would ſtill abide, 
We muſt ſome precious Antidotes provide 

_ Againſt this Poyſon. We muſt careful prove 

Farfrom us, all occaſions to remove, 

Which may allure : And they are ſuch as theſe Th 

Vain Songs and Poems, which are made to pleaſe Þ,,, 


A wanton ear, and'\movingly expreſs For 
The longings and'the a&ts of Wanronneſs. Co 
Obſcen Diſcourſe ; Laſeivious Company ; For 
*The giving of an opportunity, Bot 
(That may beſhunn'd) to ſuch as wedo know An 
_ -Are not, fo baſhfulas to let it go. Thek | 
c cle 


Commandment V1L”. 3a 
| Theſe are occaſions, of eſpecial note, -- 11; 
Ws Bounds to this Offence, not ſo remote, 
"But, thatthey bring it eaſily to paſs, 
ea, otherwhile betore- it harps s Was, ' 

JAnd, for that Cauſe, this commandsdothlay 
hat we remoye thoſe from ys far away. 
Nor are thoſe all the temptings ugto luſt, 
'Wut there be orhers which avoid we muſt 
Asmuch astheſe ; Fantaſtical attires, _ 
© JAnd wanton dreſſings kindle luſtful Fires. | 
his makes'them ſo eſteemed, and fo ſought, 
That otherwhile they are full dearly bought, 

tat ſome to play the Harlot have been fain 
Thoſe various coſtly Dreſſings to maintain... 
Tt, Oft vi/itings, and ſpending of the day, 
"INith ſuch as trifle half their timeaway | 
' Jin Complements, (and intercourſe between -. 
Each other, butto ſee or to beſeen.) | 
Ev'n theſe things blow the Flame, and many a one 
By ſuch impertinencies, is undone. 
The faring delicately in exceſs, 
The common fin. of beaſtly Drunkenneſs, 
[e Fare here Attatch'd, Arraign'd and Sentenced, 

For often cauſing an Adulterous F oY 


ow Edo HE:f2 on by Priends, - 


For Honour, Wealth, or fuch unpr E cnds,. _ 
Both partys very frequently hag Fe 
And cauſe Adulterys and Marthers too. "Ak 

” i Where 


6 Fit VIE. 
| Where Toath and Age of tog unequal years 
Together match ;both Jealonfies and Fears 


| Are Gueſts, and rarely haye ſuch weddings bin 


Withour accafions of this filthy fin. 
If therefore of this Crime we would be clear, 
Let us endeavour alwaies to forbear 
All ſuch as theſe, as well as to eſchew 
A groſs Adultery, and ſo purſue 
Each means which may be helpful to acquire 
Ablamelefs praftice and a clean defire. 
That we may Soul and Body beautify 
With every flower of Spotleſs Chaſtity. 

For, carnal whoredom was long fince a gin 
By Satan forged for the bringing in. 
Of Ghoſtly Fornications matt impure, 
And frequent Teftimonies may affure 
That they who love ftrange fleſh as many do, 
Will change their God with ſmall perſwaſions too. 

'LORD from theſe vanities dire& our eyes 
Which may at unawares the Heart {urprize ; 
The Law within our members we do find 
Doth croſs the Law that's grafted in our mind. 
That which we hate we are intic'd unto, 
And what we love we often fail to do. 
Our W:#thou haſt renew'd but in the Deed 
We are not, yet, enabled to proceed 
With ſuch a Conftancy as we deſire, 
Nor.with fach pureneſs as thou doſt require. 


Make 


Commandment V IT, CF*: 
Make perfe& what in me thou haſt begun, 
ompel me, that Iafter thee may run. 
JLet not the world adulterate in me 
The Love which I have promis'd unto thee ; 
Although my waies be crooked in thy ſight, 
Preſerve thou my affe&@ion ſtill upright. 
And ler thy Love ſo keep my heart in awe 
That I may ſtill be blameleſs of this Law. 


Amen, 


If a Souldjer frught not thieve; 

No man may, as I believe 

If ſuch meaſure Achas find 

For a prey in war purloin'd, 

What, on theſe will Juſtice bring 

Who rob Country, Church and King? 

With his Children Achaz fell 

( YetTI hope their Souls are well. ) 

Burt if theſe do notamend 

Greater Plagiies for them attend. 
Command. 


'W1 hat want fo ere NF”. ma) 
Goal not, axothers Y 6 "y 


"Jght fagred Achas he! 
ho for infrioging-d 
both on him ang his Sela! 1 
T6 ks + known co orb pfOTome, ; 
That Sacriledge and pil nga __ 4. ; 
Both ſuch as uſe it, arl x rhejp' Is 4+ $007" 


Nor v:rtue perfect, Fo Tt. lt. 

A Families es tn [ 
Support aright or honour God vr Man - 

ag due reſpe&s ? or fully exerciſe 

e praiſeful work of Clwiſtim Charities, 

Uok this righteous Law hed been ordain'd 

bt _ man his oun 

painful hand had wr 

"og res Drones to ' ſpoil a 


T0. 


ht but for 4 prey 
I ſtcal aWIYs 
Did 


bn oy have retain'd } 
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Commandment FIT. 6&5 
Did not this Law prevent ; and they ſhould then 
Poſſeſs moſt wealth who were the ſtrongeſt men. 
None would have labour'd but ſor pretent need, 
And to procure and keep, whereonto feed 
Would 1o imploy us, that wer ſhould, not find 
«| Alciſure hour to rectify the mind, 
By knowledge, or by ſeeking that which is 
The Eſſence of our Bezng, and our 41iſs, 
For, as baſe Poverty bath dwelling there 
Where lawleſs living and diſorders are ; 
So, where that Poverty, doth much abound, 
A brutiſh Ignorance is alwayes tound, 
For,though wealth makes none wiſer, yet, it might 
Yield means of knowledge, being us'd aright ; | 
And equal are thefins, to rob the rich 
As ſpoul the poor alchough they ſeem not ſuch, 
Since that which makes the difference in the facts 
Is in the ſufferer, not in him that Acts. 
Let no man therefore, lay his hand oh what 
Is portion of another mans Eſtate, 
With purpoſe to defraud him leſt it bring 
A Gangrene, and become a curſed thing, 
'| Which will devour what he before polleſſed, 
And ſtop him in the way of being bleſied. 
Rob none ; But of all other ſhun rhe Theft 
1? | By which poor widdows are of that berett 
Which is their lively hood, or that whereby 
The Fatherleſs compelled are to cry 
F 


G8 Commandment VIIL 


To God for vengeance. And be wary too 
Theu do not willfully thy ſeff undo 
By execrable things, leſt Acha»'s Crime 
Bring on thee Achax's death, in evil time. 
For, though Deaths due for every fin that's done 
Some louder cry, and bring it ſooner on. 
There area thouſand Thieveries by which 
The worldling is advanced to berich 
With little ſence of fin, although they be 
Infringements of rhis Law in high degree. 
The Trades-man ſtcaleth by a trequenr lying 
In bargainiog, in ſelling and in buying ; 
And moſt he ſuffers by this fair-tongu'd thief, 
Who entertains of him the beſt belict. 
SomeCourtiers have their pilfrings, whichthey call 
Their Fees or Yazls, whereby when dues are ſmall, 
And, their expences large, they ſoon grow great, 
And keep their Maſter alſo in their Debt, 
Whoſe Royal name is uſed to conceal 
Their frequent robbing af the Common weal. 
Some ſteal into Eſtates by their unjuſt 
Abuſe, by whom they have been put in truſt ; 
And men ſo frequently this way miſdo, 
That ſuch ate counted honeſt Livers too. 
Some rob the Church ( ahd this too is no news) 
By keeping from her Labourers their dues, 
And by afluming astheir own Eſtate 
What Picty to God did conſecrate 


Somt 


\ 


AM 
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Commanement V ITL. 
Some Churci-men rob the Layty by taking 
That Calling on them without conſcience making 
Of thoſe performances, for which God gave 
The portions and the places which they have; 
» | And doubtleſs, for the fins of ſuchas they 
The Churches heritage is took _ 

Some by Authority or quirks of Law 
Raiſe projets from their neighbours to withdraw 
Their livelihood : Some others dono leſs 
By outward ſhews of ſtri& Religiouſneſs; 

Or cloked honeſty, the latter ſort _ 
Make means to Couſin by their good Report. 

Some wantons, { guilty of no petty wrong) 
Steal Hearts, which unto others do belong. © 
all | Some ſteal both Goods and Perſons. Thus do they 
Il, | Who take the heirsof mens Eſtates away | 
t, | Againſt, their Wills; And when this thett's 
Moſt commonly both parties are.undone. / 

Some ſteal the wit of others. And an Als 
To be a witty Creature, thus may paſs. © 
Some ſtealrewards and praiſes which are due 
Toother men; and theſe are not a few. © * 

Some ſteal preferments, I could tell you how, 
Bur will nor, leſt indanger'd 1 may grow 
$)| By bablinf of it ;orleſt other ſome - , 
May by that means to wealth and greatneſs come, 

0 


as yet retain their honeſties, **, . 
cauſe they have not karn'd ſuch tricks to riſe; ; 
ne F 2 Some 


: 


68 Commaniſment V1IE. 

Some-ſtcal mens good opigions, by concealing 
Their own enormities, and by revealing 
Their Neighbours errors, with fuch ſhews of Ruth 
As if they were all Charity and Truth. 

Shun all ſuch thieviſh Paths, for he that follows 
Theſe TraQts, may peradventure ſcape the Gallows, 
But ſhall not ſcape unpuniſh'd, though God may 
Defer his wages till a longer day. 

As thoſe are not excus d ; So ſhall not he 
From our Infringement of this Law be free, 

Who nouriſheth a ca»/e of this offence 
By Idleneſs, by Prodigal expence, 
'By vicious gaming, by regardleſneſs 
To husband wiſely, what he doth poſſeſs 
By Keeping to humielf what was beſtown 
As well for others uſes, as his own ; 
Or by withdrawing ( through deceit or might) 
The hirelings wages or the-poor-mans righs 
Whereby thoſe, may be driven to ſupply 
By ſtealthor fraud, their griping poverty. 
Maxe ſuch occaſions, he hamielt may find 
Who doth examine with a ſingle mind 
His private practices, and how the end 
Ofonething on agpther doth depend. 
Oh Lord vouchſate me grace to be content 
« With whatioever thou to me haſt lent 
* As long as life on me ſhall be beſtown, 
* Ler me be fed andcloathed with my own, Fee 
cc n 


- CY - a - LY - m—— a - au PI it. 


Commandment V1IL 69 


& And, not with that which being none of mine 
* May make my Neighbour want, or elſe repine ; 
*It by awilful or unwitting wrong 

© IT have detained ought which doth belong 

© Unto my Neighbour, Give me means and will 
* By reſtitution tor my doing ull 

* To make amends, or elſe do thou repay them 

* 'Thedues which Lunwillingly delay them, 

* Forgive thou alſo my unrighteouſnelſs, 

* That it corrupt not that which I poſſeſs, 

* Or marr my thrift; and for the time to come 

* So wary keep me of departing from 

* This Law, that I may {till in heart and hand 

«* Continue faithful unto this Command 


Amen. 


Command. LY 


Py 
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ope for Joſie wh where. 
= iftrates lſe witneſs 
ecurein falſhood wap 
Whos great Princes ſcape not free ? 
She-who Naborh's death contriv'd 
Was in es of life depriv'd, 
And her fleſh by Dogs was torn 
Thougha _ and cham born, 
au —_— 00s may oak 
w this Precept they do break. | 
_ F 4 Command} 
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Command, IX. 


In any caſe no witneſs bear, 


Of things which falſe or doubtful are. 


Ere this Edit omitted, who could ſay, 
He ſhould enjoy his life or Goods aday? 

If nigh his + habication chance to dwell, 

Suc!: : Ne:ghbours as the wicked Teſabel, -* 

(And = curit Inſtrumegts; } whoſe downfall: here 

Is rvpi that ſuch may ſtand in fear. | 

We could we be ſequre trom-perjur'd men, 

Unleſs God ſent forth Vengeance now and then, 

To find out thoſe who ſecretly contrive - 

H-w, others of their portions to deprive, 

Cince, very often this oftenee hath none 

Who can behold ir, but, that God alone 2 

Or, by whatmeans might they be kept in awe, 

Whoſe greatneſs makes rhera careleſs of this Law 2 

How fate feern'd Jeſabel, by being great? © * 

And, yet, how boldly did te P: oobet threat: 

Succeeding Yenzeance 2? and.though the were high, 

How low upon a ſuddain did ſhe lic ? 


FEY 


That 


Commandment 1X. ”3 
That high and low, might view her curſed 
And os | in trurhful wr delight; Pye 
Moſt know, that, of this Law they breakersare 
Who bear falſe witneſs, - at the Judgment Bur, 
And very many are not without fear, 
In ſuch ungodly ations ro appear, .. '/ 
But, few do ſeem, aright to underſtand, ! -.. 
Their other breaches ofthis Ninth Command, 
To lie, accounted is a faulr:ſo tmail, £0 
That many feel no fence thereof at all; 9iqet 
Bur, make a Play-game of it: yea.and fone: 
Such Patrons of that Evil are become,...c:1/ 1 15:1 
That they allow, and juſtifie the ſake i; oY 
As Praiſes rather meriting than blame. +1. 7-5 
Bur, this will prove thoughbeld a petty: fin; 
The Serpents head, that brings/his body in} >. // 
And, an officions lying, may'merime' 17 no V7 
Ingage us to commit a greater Crime; 
However he that an «truth fhallſpeak;, 
Or Truth (it to'deceive) this Law doth: beagle: 
To praiſe is commendable; yetabereby--! 
When we of athers better retlify 
Than they deſerve; true vertue we Ceride, - | 
And Snersin their finsare juſtifi'd, 
Unleſs /it be (by fuch a modeſt praiſe. ils nf 
As flows from hope, our Friend afic&ts the : vers 
 IVhich yet he walks not) that our praiſe may be 
A Gale to ripen what. we blooming ke : 


For 


” * 


74 Commandment IX. 
For this is neither purpos'd to deceive 
The Hearer ; nor advantages to weave 
For him that _ it : but awiſe intention 
To cheriſh budding Virtue by prevention ; 
But, he that flatters doth pollute his mouth, 
And is a falſifier of the 7ruth, 
The Paraſite, who ſhames not to uphold, 
Whatever by his Patron ſhall. be. told, 
Or, ſeeks by Jeering todiſcountenance, 
A fimple Truth ; and falſhood toadvance, 
Againſt this holy Precept ſo offends 
That puniſhment his Guiltineſs attends, 
Yea, they who getacceſs to. great-mens Tables, ; 
By coming furniſhed with News and Fables,  -/. 
Aretheseby oftenguilty of this fin, 
Which by this Law hath countermanded bin, 
When wedare venture to reiterate, 
Thoſe Rumors which the common. people prate; 
Oa meer ſurmiſes ; we are acce | 
To many-ſtanders : We make Truth miſcarry, 
And bear falſe witneſs to the wrong of many, 
When we ſuſpe& not that we wronged any, 
Nor cag we-ſatisfie for: theſe offences, 
Which then may follow, if our Sov'raign Princes, 
Or there affairs of ſtate, ſhall wrong ſuſtain 
By ſuch falſe tales as we receive or fain. 
When ont of levity Reports we'make 
Of others frailtics ; or occaſions take 


Commandment IX. #5 | 

YTo mention Jeſtingly, what may diſgrace | 

The perſon either abſeat or in place, . 

Without juſt motives (or content ſhall grow) 

To hide what Love and Equity ſhould ſhow 

Wein the main, or in ſome circumſtance 

Falſe Teſtimonies ; may thereby advance. 

But, he thatuttereth ſanders in deſpight, 

Or juſtifies the thing thar isnot right, | 

Or judyeth raſhly in angthers Cauſe, 

Or any needful witneſſes withdraws, | 

Or (by concealing what for truth he knows) 

Betrayeth Iunocency to her Foes ; 

Or, hears another injur'd ig his Fame, 

With Silence when he may prevent. the fame ;. 

Or unto any one occaſion gives. 

| Whereby, he falſhogd, for the truth believes : 

Ev'n every ſuch a one falſe witneſs bears, 

What Cloak of Honeſty ſo'ere he wears ? 
Nor are they. guiltleſs, whoavoid not that, 

Whereby occaſions riſe to perpetrate 

Againſt this Zaw. AsBribery, Reſpect 

Or difreſpeC& of perſons, which inte& 

The ſoundeſt mings, and bring them by. degrees, 

Their innocent, [ntegrity to lecſe. 

* Yea, he who ſo loves Bribes, though he were wile 

They will make deaf his ears, rats 624 his eyesd 
And ſo corrupt his heart, rhat he ſhall know 

- INo Truth, except ſome profit thence do few's 
or, 


El.1 Conrmindmolt I. 
Nor, any-falihood fear to entertain, 
Whereby he ind aſlured be of gain. 
And, leſt by Tome thoſe men The judged free 
From this wr fo (if any fuch there be) Þcli 
" Whoby Faſſe Miracles, falſe Revelations, I 
Falſe Drviths! falſe Vifions, falſe Þrtey pretations Tha 
Ot Holy Scrifpthire ; orby ſuch like patchings *Nor 
Of* arnal wifd6m, and of Sathan's qrponiG e 


Bur, 


JAnd 
1g 
Wand 


Affirm that thi Tor trath which is a Lye; 

Know that gl Far in degree as kigh Ma) 
As he that's worlt; prove guilty of this Sin Yea 
Which by this Precept, hath forbidden bin. Tha 


For though our Doctrines be not.tounfopnd, 
Bur:vdtſome truths among rhtern ſhall be foutid,” 
Though cloath'd in Famb-sRins we do ſeem ro go, 
Though'tor #'b#tneleſs life we filnops grow 
Though | in otir formal Zeal farpals'we' Fit 
The 'hariſces,- andey ry Priztt of Baal; 
Tho' oft we faſt ; 'tho*foud we pray and long; 
Tho' we ſeenr'd wrong 'd, and patient ofthe wrong ; 
Tho' we affe&-the Czown of Martyrdome, 
And dye as if we death had-overcome. 
FB the" weſeem as Angels, who from heay' n 
; Had Power,and Knowledge,andCommiſſions giv'n; 
Xe, if our Z: 1, our outward Piety, 
Rrowledge,our afteted Conſtancy, 
rings, and the Truths which we have ſaid 
Were that the God of Truth might be betray'd i 
YT A 


FR 


That, it may neither do my neighbour wrong, 
* Nor prattle thoſe Untruths, which may oppoſe 


- 
Ul 


| Yes, Lord ſo teach me and be ſo my Guide, 
JThar, faithful to this Law I may abide. 


Commandment IX. 77 
d falſhood favour'd ; We offenders are, 
gainſt this precept, we falſe witneſs bear. 
\nd all our Godly ſhews, are fruits of eyil 
Xluſions and Impoſtures of the Dew1/. 

Lord ſanQtify my heart, and keep my tongue, 


e Verities, thy Spirit ſhall diſcloſe ; 
But, = that I who ſee how theſe offend 
ay find out mine own Errors and amend; 


Amen. 


Gamend 


Commandment X. 


By XxX pu ſhalt not cover hy NetghPowrs - 


— © =—- : = 
—————— — — — —_— —————_— — —— — 


When in us this Yice begins, 

Crowns we pawn for crooked pins; 

And by coveting of more 

Forfeit what we had before. 

Blockiſh Ahab therefore mind 

Who by fooling in this kind $ 

Life and Kingdom ( to hiscoſt ) 

For a Kitchen-garden loſt ; 

Thar bs fate mighefbeabbor'd 
|» [0 t - q 

Command. 


89 
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Eomand X. 


Anothers right defire not, 
But be contented with thy Lot. 


ou who tocovet deem'ſt it no great crime, 
Confider well, what wickedneſs in time 
Ar.les thence, what davger and what ſhame 
Unleſs thou timely ſhall repent the ſame 
Thisfolly, and the ſequel of it view 
In Aba, and his guiltineſs eſchew 
- By heeding of this Law, whereon depend 
All Dattes, which the former Laws intend, 
And which to us a Duty hath expreſt 
More hard to be obſerv'd than al the reſt. 

A power we have receiv'd to bend the nee, 
, Totake, to give, to ſpeak, to hear, to ſec, 
And execute rhoſe Actions which may give 
Moſt Tookers on, occafions to believe 
That all God's other Lams wedo fulfil, 
In ſome degree according.to his Will. 
When we are falſe at heart, and keep not on 


With ſuch uprightneſs, as we-ſhould have. done ; | 


A nd, 


- 


ll And were this Law lett our, ſome perſons might 


Commandment NM. 8x 


I Perſwade themſelves that they were moſt upright. 
But by this Precept weare taught to ſee 
How foul the inſides of our Veſſels be. 
This findeth our, and ſmitethevery ſin 
Ev'n on the head, and whetethe Roots begin, 
By checking of that Luſt which unexpreſt 
In outward aQts lies lurking in the breaſt : 
For 'tis the Curſed Root, whence every thing 
Which may be'termed El, firſt doth ſpring; 
And if it be ſubdued e're fulfill'd 
Within his Egg a Cocatrice is kill'd. 
This Law in Soveraignty aſſumeth more 
Than all the Precepts mentioned before ; 
For it injoins ro keep within command 
My luſtful heart, whichis not in my hand ; 
And, whoſe deſires, will ofter, come and go 
In ſpight ofall thatI can think or do. 
Within my fleſh and blood a Law ſtill dwells 
Which naturally agaioſt this Law Rebels, 
And ſo rebels, thatthough my hands were clear, 
My heart would foul and vitious oft appear i 
Unleſs a purging Medicine ſhe acquires 
To purify her thoughts and her deſires. 
Yea, though Man could not,and God would not ſee 
The ſecret wickedneſs that is in me; 
This Law, would never let me quiet bide 
'Till of my Guilt I ſhould be purift'd ; 
G For 
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For every hidden luſt it open lays, 
And ſtill ſo ſhows me mine own wicked ways, 
That whea by othersI am righteous thought, 
It frights my Soul, and tells me I am naught. 
Act firſt, intodiſpair it almoſt threw me, 

Bur God's good Spirit pleaſed was to ſhew me, 
That, whar my power extended not unto 
His Grace would fo enable me to do, 
As that it ſhould ſuffice if Iaſlaid 
To joia my good endeavours to his aid. 

Then I began to ſee, this Law did wound, 
Not to deſtroy, but, that I might be ſound, 
And that it is a needful Probe whereby 
We may aright the curing Salve apply. 

It ſhew'd me mine own trailty, that it might 
Unto another make me take my flight. 

And by inſtraQting me to know my in 

Hath taught me where amendment ſhould begin ; 
For when the Heart hath learned to obey, 

The Members will the ſooner find the way. 

Though our Defires, trom evil are not tree, 
To us their Guilt imputed ſhall not be 
If we reſiſt them: And although they wound, 
We ſhall at laſt with Victory be crown'd. 

Keep well this Law, and all the Precepts here 
A Thoufand tunes more pleafing will appear. 
Guard well thy heart, and then this Precept will 


Be found a Precept eaſie to fulfil. 
Break 
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Commandment N. 93 
Break this, and thou haſt broken down the fluce 
ToFlouds, which thy deſtruQtion will produce. 
The total ſum of what this Law requires, 
Is firſt, that we confeſs our own deſires, 
To be corrupt : For purity —_ 
To enter by confeſſion of our f1ns. 
Next, let us force our Longings toobey 
The former Sacred Preceprts what we may; 
Becauſe, the failing in one Duty, (till 
Lets in another luſting after 7//, 
And, Laſtly let us alway be content 
With what the Grace of God tous hath lent: 
For, none will keep Law moral, or divine, 
Who much at his Condition doth repine. 
How canthey love their God to whom he ſeems 
To bar them what their appetite eſteems 
Without regard their welfare to provide . 
( As many think ) whoſe wiſhesare deny'd > _ 
How can he love his Neighbour whodoth crave 
Their Heritage, their wives or goods to have ? 
And what Commandement,will he reſpe& 
Who. neither God nor Neighbour-doth affect > 
Contrarywiſe him whoContentment hath, 
Naught urgeth to purſue a lawleſs path ; 
For, to what end ſhould he who doth poſſeſs 
That precious Fem, embrace a wickedneſs 2 
He loveth Ged, becauſe he ſurely knows | 
God's Power and Wiſdom, juſtly doth diſpoſe. , _ 
G 2 That 


84 Commandment X. 
That portiox which will prove the beſt for him, 
Although ir may ve butter for a time : 
' And him he theretore ſerves, as he is able, 
In every Precept of the former Table. 
And while this Chriſtian mind he entertains, 
He findeth Godlinelſs, no little gains. 
Nor will choſe men who in their /oes delight 
Or covet or uſurp a neighbours right, 
For, he that is contented tirſt believes 
That every one his propor /hare receives 
And not anothers ; next he ſtrives to ſee 
How perilous to him theſe things may be, 
Which God withholds; and weighs with ſuch regard 
How fit thoſe are which he for him prepar'd, 
That reſting in his portion well apaid 
Nor Houſe,nor Land, nor Wife nor Man, nor Maid, 
Nor Oxe, nor Aſs, nor any thing that is 
| Another man's deſires he ro be his; 
But praiſerh God, tor what to him he gave, 
And thanks him roo, tor that which others have, 
Againſt no Law he greatly can tranſgrelſs 
Who is arriv d at this .conrentedneſs. 
And if to get this Grace our mind we ſet, 
By Gods ailiſtance, we may compals it 
In that degree, whereby artain we may 
To whar we call perfettion of the way. 
Put fleſh and blood no further can aſpire 
Util that Kingdom comes, which we deſire. 
Strive 
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| Nor bound theſe longings which in them ariſe, 


* A willingneſs; Oh ! be it not in vain, 


_ ; 
Commandment MX. 85 
Strive whatthou mayſt, affections to withdraw . 
Accordiog to the ſtraightneſs ot this Law, 
Thy Neighbours wife deiire not then trom him + 
Though kind,wiſe,rich,chaſt, good & fair ſhe feerng. 
For moſt who have this way their longings gain'd, | 
Inſtead of Bleſſings, Curſes have obtain'd, 
By coveting the goods to others due, 
The beggary of many doth enſue. 
And Servants gotten, by anothers wrong 
Are ſeldom gainful, to ſuch Maſters long, 
Becauſe by being lawleſly poſleſt, 
They either prove unfaithful, or unbleſty 
But he that with his own remains content, 
Shall gain much Bliſs, and many fins-prevent» 
That which doth give occaſion to tranſgreſs 
Apainſt this Law, is want of watchfulneſs, 
To heed the baits which our betrayer lays 
In every objeCt and in all our ways. 
The wagt of meditating in our thought 
What inconveniences are dayly brought, 
Oa ſuch as make no covenants with their eyes, 


For, ſuch as this way do their beſt endeavour, 
May ſtumble, but they ſhall not fall for ever. 

& Lord,in my ſelf, | could not find the Will, 
« Much leſs the Power, Thy ſtatutes to fulfil, 
&« But, I now feel my heart toentertain 


G } Thy 
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© & Thy Grace alone renew'd this Will in me, 
« And I a worker now deſire to be, 
 « Whomay, if thou enable to proceed, 
< Improve. my wilingxeſsunto the Deed 
<& Deny it not, . Qh God but from this day 
« Ey'n to the lateft moment of my ſtay, 
« Youchlate unto methy aſſiſting Grace, 
* That Lmay run a warrantable Race: 
6c I=T | this Law and all thy Laws entire 
& In work, in word, and alſo in deſire. | 


Amen. 


} igpixcc Oy Rep KY 
Though no fleſh this Law obey, . 
In ir /ef; In Chriſt it may: 
Though ie frighteth us for ſin; 
Yer our peace, it uſhers in : 
And, in us prepareth place, 
For the ſaving Law of Grace. 
When this Grace hath taught to Zove, 
Hardeſt works will eaſy prove, | 
And that fin we (hall r, 
Which we doted as before. 

+ 
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. . Epilogue: 
7, be Lawfrom God's meer love proceeds, 


Though ftritt it ſeems and Terror brecds. 


OW having well obſerv'd this glorious Law 


N (A Creature cloath'd with Majeſty and awe.) 
Methugks. the Budy ofit ſeems to me, 


*Con pos'd of ſacheſſentialparts to be, 


F 


AY 86 bur oxe ;.cach oe of them as all ; 

ind, that who ever breaks or keepeth one, 
Otivegor breaketh- al, in what 15done ;* |, 
Raby-Wdppear to him, who well aztends * +: 
LHow ev'ry- Frecepr, on the reſt depends. 
' * He cannor poſſibly or love or fear 
One God aright, ' who willfully doth err 
In 7dol worſhippings ; in vainly uftng 
God's holy Name ; In boly Times abuſing ; 
Or; in permitting ſo perverſea nature 
Asto abuſe Himſelf, or any Creature 
Belonging to this God, with ſuch a mind 
As may Contentment in ſuch evils find. 
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"Enar,he'may find, who rightly from them ſhall 
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The Epihogue. 89 

. And what is of this Law ayerr'd ; we may 

In ev'ry other Precept boldly fay. 
Moreover I conceive, it cannot be 

Of leſs impoſſibility, that he 

| Whogives the Creatureev'ry way his right, 

Should in his heart his good Creator ſlght : 

Or actually offend him without ſenſe 

And ſorrow, for ſo hainous an offeace. (Law, 
He that right Confcience makes to keep one 

Of breaking all the other ſtands in awe. 

/' | He that his Parents honours as he ought, 

) | Can never favour Hurther inhis thought, 

Or thirſt for Yengeance : never will bis eyes, 

Or heart, or members att A4dulterys : 

No due from any Creature will he take, 

| He dares of none conceive, receive or ſpeak, 

Untruths or ſlanders : He will never crave 

(Or by a ſecret looging wiſhto have) 

What may net be defir d; Nor ought commit 

1 Which his profeſſion may not il] befit, 

But penitence, will ſmite him for the deed, 

And in his heart a, faithful ſorrow breed, 

| * Much lefs wilt he grow wilfully to-blame, 

In Prophanation of Gads Days, his Name, 

His Worſhip, or his Eſſence ; For, - in one, 

Well doing, all gaod. Dutys will, be done, 

And this which from,one Law, is here expreſt, 

May really be ſaid of all thereſt. 
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9o The Epilogue. 3 
Thelike we may as doubtleſly averr .C 
Of them who 'gainſt one Law perverſly err: E 
Begin at which you pleaſe, they ſoarechain'd, A 
All fins are in the breach of oe contain d. T 
One wickedneſs contraas another ſtill, 
And that another; either to fulfill A 
Or hide the firſt; until all guilt comes in B) 
And wheels him round the curſed Orbe of Sin, od 
For, what hath he to bar him from the reſt, I] Ti 
Who but in ove hath wilfully tranſgreſt 2 fc 
What other ſin would he haveleft undone, 
Which might have hindred his beloved one ? Re 
Or, if perpetually he donota& W 
All wickedneſs, and ev ry filthy Fat? TI 
Why isit ſo, unleſs (perchance) becauſe, W 
His finite Nature cannot break all Laws, TW 
At once in At; Nor his defires extend, He 
To ery thing wherein he might offend ? He 
For ev'ry ſacred Law, is in his W:1! He 
(Incluſively atleaſt) infringed ſtill, He 
And Guiltineſs would aQually appear, He 
If power and fir occaſions preſegrt were. He 
For, as the Laws fair Body is compos'd Ou 
Of portions qualified and diſpos'd, An 
In ſuch a. manner that we plainly ſee, Th 
The perfe& Eſſence, of the whole tobe To 
In ev'ry part; fo, likewiſe, hath our Sx An 
An ugle Body, and each Limb therein Th 
ME: | Containeth | / 


| The Epilogue. 92 
.Containeth (whether ir be greator ſmall) 
Eſfentially, the perfe&t Guz/r of all, 
And,:.,by this Body, Death a means hath found 
| To give toall Mankind a mortal wound. 

But, prais'd be God, his Grace provided hath 
A Light, a Guard, an Armour, and a Path 
By which we may be quite delivered from 
The Body ofthis Death ; and alſo come 
To walk the way of /ife, which elſe had bin 
For ever barr'd againſt us by our ſin. 

The Lamb of God by whom we do poſſeſs 
Redemption, Wiſdom, Juſtice, Holineſs, 
With ev'ry matchleſs token of his Love; 
| The Guilt of that tranſgreſſion doth remove, 
Which woundeth firſt our Nature; and from him, 
[| We have cure for ev'ry actual Crime. 
He, hath fulfilled what we could not keep : 
He, gives us power to walk, who could not creep: 
He, paid the price of that which we had bought : 
He, got our Pardon e're the fame we ſought : 
He, bore the ftripes for us which we did merit : 
He, purchas'd Crowhs that we might them inherit : 
Our Fears he doth prevent ; our loſs reſtore, 
And (to the true Believers) tendreth more 
Than Adam loſt. Yea, he doth freely give 
To ev'ry:Soul a power which may believe 
And perſevere, if well he ſhall employ, 
The Zalents and the Grace he doth enjoy. 
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92 The Epilogue. 
And with a mind in all 7emptatiovs meek, 
This power in Chriſt, not in her ſelfdoth ſeelr. 
Eva they that periſh, till they docontemn 
God's profer'd Love: potentially in them 
Retain this power by God's Free grace, until 
Their Fleſh ſeduc'd, like Eve,doth move their Wl, 
Like Adam, ro confent and then to Ah& 
A wickedneſs, and to approve the Fa&t 
Againſttheir Conſcience : For then God departs 
From their polluted and rebellious Hearts; 
And back returnerh not until from thence, 
That Guilt be waſhed by true penitence, 
The means w hereof healſo mult beſtow, 
Or elſe into obdurateneſs they grow. 
Afﬀirm we may not,: that God will not come 
To any (whom he fo departeth from,) 
Twice, thrice, or oftner : For we cannot know 
How far the limits of his Mercys go ; 
Nor by what meaſure, or by what degree 
Of wilfulnets, he ſo diſpleas'd ſhall be. 
As to forſake tor ever, fince he may 
Shew mercy where he pleaſeth while the day 
Of life-time laſteth there 1s hope of Grace 
For everv ſinful Scul of 4dams race 
Juſt Fob confeſſerh that God oft aſſays 2} Job 
To draw the finner from delicious ways F 33-14. 
The raiſing up of Lazarus from death, 
When he had four days yeilded up his breath, 
| | Inferreth 


The Epilogue. 
Ioferreth alſo that ſonie few obtain 
God's mercy who had dead and ſtinking lain 
In their tranſgreſſions ; till there wasno place 
For help by outward means, or common grace. 
But this his mercy is the higheſt pitch, 
11 { And ifa God whois in mercy rich 
" | Vouchfafe it any where, he doth afford 
Much more than he hath promis'd in his word ; 
ts | For, though he may confer it when he pleaſe, 
Yet, to have left ſuch promiſes as theſe 
Had better'd none ; but made thoſe worſe, by far 
Who, for the Grace obtained, thankleſs are. 
« Oh wv hoenough can praiſethy matchleſs Love 
« Moſt gracious God ! Who pleafſeſt from above 
«To look upon the Vaſſals here below 
* Our Nature, and diſtempers tempring fo ; 
* And fo providing that the NE | 
* Is purchas'd for us, at anothers colt, 
And may by every Soul enjoyed be 
Who ſhall accept the means ordain'd by thee. 
Though as did once the Jews ſome Chriſtians 
As ifthe Childrens teeth were fet onedge (grudge 
By what their Fathers cat and doubtful grow 
( Although thou makeſt Oath, it is not fo ) 
That molt of thoſe, which are or which have big 
Since time began, ſhall diein Adam's fin; 
And are in him reje&ed without place 


Or means of hope of truly faving Grace ; 
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92 The Epilogue, 

Yea, though this be an error whereby ſuch . 

As err that way have urg'd thy Juſtice much ; 

| Yet we who fear and truit thee (and to whom 
The knowledge of thy ſecrets therefore come) 

Remember well (and therefore heed have took) 
That 7hox, the general Coverſant being broke ) 
Which firſt was made in Adam ) pleas'd haſt bin 
To tell us of a »ew one, fince brought in, 
And made withall men-ſo particularly 

That no man for anotHers Crime can die : 

A Covenant in Chriſt fre&&a-whom both Will 

And Power we have receiv'd to fulfil 

So-much as ſhallto thee be acceptable, 

If we endeavour, as thou doſt enable: 

And whereas, when this knowledge we did want; 

* We dreamed that thy New made Covenant 
Concern'd but few, we doubtleſs did aver 

A Doctrine which from Truth did widely err, 

For that which we did ignorantly call 

A Covenant, is no ſuch thing at all : 

Becauſe wethen ſuppoſed nothing dove, 

Nor ought believ'd, buton one fide alone. 

A Covenant ( as men of Judgment know ) 

Is that which is contracted betwixt two; 

But, thou by that which ſome of us do ſay 

Doſt all thy ſelf ; and giv it nor power nor way 
To A or wilt what abſolutely can 

Be faid to be the A& or Will of Mar. 

We 
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We ſtand for nothing thou alone believ'ſt, 

Thou adteſt all thou giveſt and receiveſt ; - 

Yea, if we this aſflertion muſt allow 

None truly worketh good or ill but thou ; 
Man's but a ſufferer, whatſoe're he does, 

He doth becauſe he can nor will nor choſe. 

Lord ler us know the better, and ſo know 
What powersand faculties thou doeſt beſtow 
On us, to fear and ſerve thee, that we might 
In work, and word, and thought ſtill do theeright 
For, thou ſo, equally haſtall things done, 

And ſhew'ſt ſuch mercy unto every one, 

That ev'n by thoſe who ſhall thy wrath abide, 
In every thing thou ſhalt be juſtiffd, 

And none ſhall truly ſay, when call'dthey are 

Before thy Throne of Judgment to appear, 

That thou haſt moreexacted any way 

 Fromany man, than he had power to pay, 
Till by torſaking thee he forfeit made 

Of that enabling Grace, which once he had. 

This Law of thine which an appearance hath 
Of Terror, of Severity and Wrath | 
To thoſe dull naturalrfis, who have not weighed 
How by the Law of Grace it isallay'd; 

Even this fear'd Law when firſt the ſame was made; 
No other end but Man's well being had ; 

Nor hath as yet, except it be to thoſe 

Who ſleight thy kindneſs, and believethy foes, : 
The 


JE. The Epilogue. 
+ The former Table, which we weakly fain 
( Doth only tothy glory appertain ) 
Concerneth inthe points of higheſt nature, 
The Welfare and the glory of thy Creature. 
To thee what is it, whether we adore 
Thee for our God, or none, or twenty more 2 
'T hine Honour was at full ere we were made, 
And would be ſo though we no being had. 
"Tis our Advantage that thou let's us know 
To whom inour neceſſities to go, * 
And leav'ſt usnot as when we Genti/ts were, 
To wander all our life times out in fear, 
In Darkneſs and 1a Error ; yet to find 
Nor eaſe of Body neither peace of mind. 
'Tisour advantage that we may be bod 
To ſcorn thoſe Bugbears, which in times of old 
Men trembled at ; and that the power and fame 
Of what was nothing, but an empty Name 
Enſlav'd us not tocome with vows and praiſe 
To worthip it, as in our Heathen dates, 
Which benefit we by this Law obtain'd, 


And which without this Law we have not gain'd. 


_ Tis our avail that ſuch a God we have 

Who lets us know that he hath power to fave; 

And, that when weour ſelves to-him apply, 

We need not fear a Rival Deity 

Will angry grow 3 and do us in deſpight 

A greater Wrong, than thou haft power to "os 
ry 


_ 
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The Epilogue. þ 97 
Or, that a Jealous Juno can make void 
The hopes which in thy Love we have enjoy d. 
It is our gain to honour thee alone, 
And that we need not now to Cypras run 
To worſhip Yenus ; then to ſeek Apollo 


\ At Delphos ; and from thence a courſe to follow . 


As far as famous Epheſus to ſee 

If great Diana in her Temple be : 

And thence againto poſt, in hope to meet 

With Fove infhrined in the Ihe of Creet. 

Our Times and Subſtance waſting to receive 

That from them,which they had not power to give. 
What were it unto thee, ( but that our peace 

Thou loveſt ) if we dayly ſhall increaſe. 

Our vain will-worſhippings, till we deviſe 

As many Superſtitious Fopperies 


1 As we have ſfenſleſs Dreams 2 Or if our daies 


We ſpend on Idols, forging Puppet plays, 
And falſe Ideas, till all truth be loſt ? 
And then, (which is effe&ed now almoſt) (tions 
Fight, brawl, and preach, tomakeup SeQts and Fac- 
To help maintain the Whimſies and Diſtraftions 
Which tool us, till we fiad ſome Chrotchets new 
Unknown to Chriſtian, Heathen, Turk, and Jew ? 
Moreover, ( but, that our own harm it were) 
To know no power whereof we ſtood in fear, 
And were it not a merciful prevention 
Of miſeries, of miſchicfs, and contention 
H Which 


98 The Epilogue. 
Which elſe would rage among us if we had 

No name, in which with Reverence might be made 
Vows, Ozths, and Proteſtations ; Or if we 
Should not believe a W:# and Power in thee 

To heed and puniſh it, when wrong were done ; 
What benefit to thee, enſu'd thereon, 

For which thou ſhouldſt vouchſate tromake a Lan 
To keep the damn'd For-ſwearers hearts in awe ? 

| _Wharſuff'reſtchou, when mad Blaſphemers rave 

Againſt thy holy Name, that thou need'ſt have 
A Law to curb them ?-Or, what have they done 
More than thoſeDogs, which bark againſt the Moox 
If they themſelves, or, others of their kind 
No damage by thoſe Blaſphemiesdid find ? 

And but, that ſweetly provident thou art 
Ev'n for the meaneſt and leaſt worthy part 
Of all thy Creatares ; what was that daies reſt 
To thee, which thou ordain'ſt for Man and Beaſt? 
Their pain or caſe, Thy Reſt augmented not, 
Nor, profit by the Sabbaths haſt thou. got ; 

Or, by the Feſtivals ordain'd by thee, 
For, they, not thine, but mans advantage be. 

Our Eflence being of a double Nature, 
And,thou beſt knowing what beſt fits the Creature, 
Requireſt all men ſo their 7i#e to uſe, 

That Soul and Body, may receive their dues 
But, what misfalls to thee it any ſpends 


His Times in vain or to prepoſterous ends ? 
SOME 
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To hearand ſee great multitudes of men 5 | 


T he fipilogue. = 
Some of us peradventure: fancy may, 

Thar thou haſt honour by the Sabvarh day, 

And that it adds to thy contentment then, 


Aſſemblies make, to invocate thy Name, 
And in their ſongs to. magnihe the ſame. 
Indeed this is our Duty, and when this 

Upon thy, days by ſome performed is ; 

»u tak'{t it as a honour done to thee ; 

: ..zt in ſuch Dutys, we might ſcrious be, 
Yer, ſtill the benefit is all our own. 
Thy praiſe is neither more nor farther blown,  * 
To thy avail, nor doth our holineſs { 
Conduce to ought, but our own happineſs. | 
The days on which we — y Graces; ) | 
And meet together in t y places, 1 
Are much for ouravall ; for chen and there _. 
Thou teacheſt us, our Croflies how to hear 3 +7 
What to believe and hope there we may' learn -- 
How we 'twixt Good and Evil may diſcern, 
How Truth,from curſed Error we may know, \ !' 
What Path to ſhun or rake, what work to do, -'// 
And how and whom to loye (whicty 6s'rhe: Suty” 
And height of all whereto on Earth wercome) 7/1 
Which menifeſts. thas only. for our ſake! ['T 
It pleaſed-thee ſome days of Reſt to make; - | 
Syxe ev'ry mean capacty.1s able-) [| T 

To rw dy that inthe ſecond/Table. 1 
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0 T he Epilogue. 
Mans welfare is immediately intended, ' 


+ Touniverſalpratice ; foto ſtay 
Our minds trom running out another way. 
For if our lives ambitioufly we ſpend 

In brawls for honour : If weſet an end 
To all onr kind by Murthers: If we pleaſe 
To plague our ſelves with-ev'ry foul diſeaſe, 
Andev ry grief of Heart, which will ariſe 

. From Fornications and Adulterys : 

+ If all our Labours ſhould be made aprey 


It we-ſhould plague each other by ourLies, 

By ſlanders or in humane Perjurys ; 

Or, :it our hearts upon theRack were ſet 

| By luſting after what we could not get, 
Theſe madneſſes our miſchiefs only be, 
Burt neither harm nor diſcontent to thee ; 
Except in this reſpe, that having took 
Our Natare thy Compaſſion cannot brook, 
Toſee thy Members injur'd by the Sin, 

Which lawleſs people are delighted in ? 

Fhou haſt affirm'd ; (the better to apply 
- Thy workings toour mean Capacity) 


And, yet-it is not therefore to be thought 
- Or, that it gain'd ought wanting heretofore. 


And that therefore, thoſe Laws be recommended 


&To Thieves, ' till want had worn us quite away ; 


= That all things forthy Glory thou haſt wrought, 
{ Thou wanteſt Glory, and didft work tor more, 


Nor 
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'Thy Creatures love, for that had been as vain : 


The Apilogue. 


IOÞr) 
Nor may we think a power ſo truly wiſe, +1 
Should work for that whicti we are bid deſpiſe. 4 


Bur rather that thou honobr doſt expe& z 
To be to thee aſcrib'd as; aneffe, \| 
Of fruitfulne(s belonging'to the Natures, 
And undeſpis'd condition of thy Creature, 
Yea, I believeunfainedly oh God, a 
By what I from thy ſelt have underſtood, '"_ 
Thou wrought'ft for Love... Not meerly to attain 


Becauſe indeed, as little need thou haſt 


Of their imperte& love, as of the blaſt 04 
Of their weak-praiſe.. - Oh-Lord. thy- love it was © ? 
Thy Love eſſential which did bring to paſs, [ 


The works thou mad 'ſt ; That bletſed loveof thine! | 
Which is thy Se/f(Oh, Eſſence. moſt Divixe) 
For, being-4/4, andall at full poſſefling I 
In thy Je/f- being, thoueonceivd'ſt a bleſſing [ 
To be conferr'd on others'::; not to add A þ 
Ought to that Bleſedneſs, thy Eſſence had. 

Thy wifedom infinite, a paſſage found 
(By thy eternal Power, which hathno bound) 
Diſtinft, and finite Natures forth to bring 
(without impairing or deminiſhing '_ * 

Thy perfe&t Eſence) which of thy perfeftiou | 
Should give ſome Demonſtration, by reflection. ;* |: 
Among the reſt one Creature thou did'ſt name, / 

Compog'd of all, which th' v#zverſal Frame 
H 3 Therein 
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cnn 44 And the fame did'ſt make 
ot only ſo; asthat it might partake 

Of all Created things, and- alſo be 

A certain Medium *twixt them and thee, 

But, which is tothe honoup of it more, 

Thine mage in it ſelf it likewiſe bore, 

And had a poſlibility to be, 

United (undiviſtbly ) to thee. 
'A Species of this Greature,: Lord Iam, 

And, tor what end created we became- 

As I conceiveat, here, I mean to tell - 

Oh teach me better; Tf1 ſay-not well, - 

Thou being/Love it ſelf, and therefore kind, 

It was thy gracious and eternal mind, .” * 

Mankind a Sharer in thy bliſs to make 

And grant him Licenſe alſoto partake - 

; That Glory which thop didſt enjoy alone, 

Before all 'other Beings werebegun, ' 

- And this great favour Lord thou pleaſed wert, 

(As well became thy Wi/dom) to impatt ' 

By Means; Degrees, and on the-ſame condition 

Through which we beſt might gain the beſt fruit: 

Of what wa8iparpoſed; and come tobe (on 

_—_— (as laid before)to thee. p 

To Adawthis'\great Myſtery 2 « 

Till diſobedions on him had rear'd 

Which dall'd his Reaſon,” and his heart declin'd 
From Thee, wirhin himſelf,- this blifs to _—_ 
For | IC 


BG LS - > a Roi Eros Dr @£#Attwo ci 


= MA. FT 


am nds £5” ed ed *% a 


The Epilogue. 103 
The Law thou gav'{t him, was not (as is thought 

By ſome of us) that proof might ſo beſought | 

Of his Obedience : For thou knowelt all 

Before it is ; and what ſhall till befall, 

Much leſs (as other ſome conceited are) 

Was that Command intended as a Snare 

Thoſeto entrap whom thy eternal Hate, 

Had fore-decreed, Oh God ! to reprobate ? 

Far it is from the Goodnefs of thy Nature, 

To be a Ged fo Cruelto thy Creature, 

And far, far be it fromthy Creatures too, 

To their kind Maker ſo great wrong todo. 
This, rather, ſeems the cauſethere could not be 

A poſlibility, that Thou and We 

Should make a perfe& nity, unleſs 

Our Nature had Eſſential Righteouſneſs : 

For, otherwiſe, thy Juſtice would abhor 

That which thy Mercy did eadeavour for, 

And, from uniting us, become fo far 

That thine own Attributes would be at War. 
Whea therefore Man ſeduced fail'd inthat, 

Which might have perfected his bleſt Eſtate, 

And, that perform'd not whereby Juſtice might, 

In our Advancement take a full delight, 

Behold, thy powertul Mercydid prevent 

Our total ruinby a Wonderment 

Beyond the Worlds Creation, outof nought. 


For, when by Sin ws further off were brought, : 
H 4 From 


To4 The Epilogue. 
From what thou had ſt intended us, then by 

The not obtaining of an Entity 

Thy all-inventing wiſdom found a mean 

Through which our Eſſence made e'rewhile un- 
Should be-re-purifi'd and ſo perfum'd ( clean 
That perſondlly jt might be then afſum'd | 
-* Unto thy ſelf ; and Man thereby attain 

A Happineſs not tobe loſt again. 

If ſlomefew' eaſy Duties he will do 

When- Grace enables Nature thereunto. 

And doubtleſs every Man ſhall one day know 
That thou on him ſuch portions didſt beſtow 
(Ev'n pers'nally ) that if he be undone, 

It was not Adams; but his fault alone. 
' This Myfery thy goodneſs brought to paſs, 
And fornoother end, Oh Lord it was 
But-for our good ; for neither doſt thou need 
Our Praiſe or Love ; nar is it for the deed 
Of Love or Praiſe, or Worſhip or of ought 
Whichi by our faculties to pafs is brought, 
That thou requireſt them of us ; but that we 
| Should not unto our ſelves defeftive be 
In doing our endeavours toattain ' " 
So muchas lieth in our power to gain 
Leſt it indamage us, andin the way 
Unto our true perfe&tions ſtops may lay. 
Eſſemtialgoodneſs hath eſſential peace 
- Withottt all diminution or increaſe, 
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T he Epilogue. 705 
And therefore he who bleſſedneſs deſires 

To that above all other thing aſpires. 

To love and give due praiſe, is better far 

Than to be lov'd, or to be praiſed are 
Tohimthat hath ſubſiſtanee of his own 

Ev'nl my ſelf ( whoſe heart is overgrown 

With imperfe&tions ) love without reſpe& 

Of any end but meerly to affe&t 

Thoſe whom 11eve, and rather would have done 
Ten thouſand kindnefles than ſought for one. 

And Lord if ſuch a failing love as mine, 

May reach tothis ; how infinite; is thine ? 
And, Ohhow far artthdu from things fo vain 
As loving meerly to be /ov'd again 

By ſuch poor worms as we whoſe beſt affettion 
Is but a oo full of imperfeQtion !, 

Indeed thou bid'& us lovethee ; but, for what 
Save to preſerve us capable of that, 5 
Which we receive ; and that we might not miſs 
The comfort which in Virtue placed is, 

And of whoſe hapleſs want, he cannot chuſe 

But feel the loſs whoſe conſcience doth accuſe: 
Yea thou commandeſt love, that love may make 
Our nature of thy nature to partake : 
Without which quality there cannot be 
The true Communion 'twixt us and thee, 
Which is the very height of all our bliſs, 
Or which indeed the Eſſence of jtis. 


For 


Tos The Epilogue. 
For could we be of thee, Oh God! approv'd, 

Or, could we of all creatures be belov'd 

Tho' we no love return'd (nor had in us, 

An obj for the love conferred thus) 

Which were impoſſible; we ne 'rethelefs 

Should ſuffer by our own unworthineſs 

An inward Hell, and to our ſelves invent, 

Occaſions of continual diſcontent, 

As tothoſe envious men, it may appear 

Whocauſleſly injurious often are. 

To thoſe their honeſt neighbours whom they find 

To them as friendly as they are unkind, 

For outward plagues purſiſeth ſo this fin, 

Nay alſo, fo afte&s him ſtill within, 

And till his nature be depraved quite, 

. His own Injuſtice will his heart affright. 

Yea they whoſe Crimes are pardon 'd arenot free 

From ſuft'rings though they wellaflured be, 

- That nejther God nor Max will blame them for, 

The paſſed Frailties, which they do abhor. 

For then our hearts will grievedo what we can, 

* If they have injurd. either-God or May. 

Andthen more favour is vouchſaf'd tothem, 

The more. themſelves they cenſure and condemn, 
Therefore, although I can forgive my Friend, 

Yer, I would have him wary tooffend, 

Leſt, when he finds his error griev'd he be, 


Within himſelf, that he hath wronged me, = 
n 
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. | Content and profit ; thou doſt oft propoſe 


The Epilogue, © 107. © 

And in his -heart a torment ſuffer ſhould, | 

From which my love would keep himif I could. 
Ev'n ſo oh Lord my God (though in degree, 

More infinite than can conceived be : 

And, in a manner, which lamnot able 

By any Figure to make demonſtrable) 

In meer Good-will to Man, thou pleaſed art 

Topreach unto his ear, or to his Hear? 

Thoſe Dutys, which to thee from him belong, 

That he, unto himſelf, may do no wrong. 
Becauſe we ſeem a great eſteem to have 

Of Love and Praiſe, and thereby to receive, 


By us to be perform'd ; ſuchthings as thoſe, 

As Dutys which are much of thee deſired, 

And at our hand, for thy avail required, 

But doubtleſs thou doſt only ſeem to be 

Like us, that thou might'ſt make us like tothee, 
And that, (if thee we love) we might be won 
Todo as for thy ſake what ſhould be dane. 

For our own Good; As Parents kind and wiſe 
Have dealt with Children in their.Infancies. _ 

And whereas, iLord, it hath been ſaid by thee, 

That thou wilt of thine honour Jealousbe : - | 
Thon only Jealous art; leſt our negle&t : , 

Of thee, our oww perdition may ette&. __ - : ; 
'Thoudoſt things Honourable/;-and though none = 

Did'praiſc thee for them, they ſhould ſtill bedone. 
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© Thine honour is eſſential : That wepgive 
And which from us thou pleaſeſt to receive 
Is but an accident ; which ever may, ? 
Without thy loſs, be preſent or away. 
' And when thou either thanks or praiſe requireft 
To perfe& us, thoſe Dutys thou defireſt. 
This we long time have ſo miſunderſtood, 
As if we did conceive thou wert a God, 
Aﬀected with Self-Love, or Fruitleſs Fame, 
(Although we mannerly expreſs the ſame) 
Yea we have dream'd that thou this world did'R 
And us and all things for thy Glorys fake. (make 
In ſuch a ſenſe, and for ſuch praiſes too 
As we eftett, when our be/t works we do. 

I would we thought no worſe; or wou'd we 
What damnable abfurditiesenſue, (knew 
Our groundleſs Fancies ; For by them thou gain'ſt 
Some fear, but little hearty love obtain'ſt. 

By theſe falſe thoughts of thee, we do encreaſe 
Our own felf Love, and all vain gloriouſneſs, 

\ Within our ſelves hence is all we intend, 
Our whole endeayours for a private end, 
And that a froward peeviſhneſs is own'd, 
In moſt of all our a&tions tobe found, 
For who can poſſibly bejuſt or wiſe, 
+ Who to his God imputes abſurdities ? 
Lordnow we better know thee ; and areſhown' 
Both by thy words and works what ſhoyld be done ; 
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Our ſelves we yet improve nor as we ought, 

By what thy Workings and thy Word have taught, 
But both-Se/f-love and Yanity have ſhare, 


Ev'n in our AGtions that moſt pious are. 


We Counſel, we Relteve, Write, Preachand Pray, 
That Honour, Gain, or Pleaſure bring it may, 
To our own Perſons ; and would little care 
How wicked and unhappy others are, 

Had we our aims ; and ſtill might them poſſeſs 
Amidſt our Sins and their unhappineſs, 
Ev'n I my ſelf who love a better mind, 

Do in my ſelf ſo much corruption find, 

Thar (I confeſs) received Injuries, 

More mov'd me to reprove Impieties, 

Than mine own goodneſs, and that from my fin 
My beſt performances did firſt begin, 

For which let pardon, Lord, vouchſafed be, 

And more ſincere hereafter make thou me, 

For, this may peradventure be the cauſe, 

We preach thy Goſpel, and pronounce thy Laws, 
And write without efftet; ev'n this that our 
Corruption makes the means, to want the power 
It might have had;” Elſe 'tis becauſe we hide 

Thy Love, and have that ſaving Grace deny'd, 
Which thou to all extendeſt ; and which none 
Shall want, who ſtriveth to lay hold thereon. 

To help amend theſe faults now I have faid, 
What, I believe thy Spirit hath convey'd 
Into 


210 The Epilogue. 

Into my heart : If Ihaveerr'd in ought 
Let me, oh Lord, by thee be better taught 
If truth I ſpeak, let other men from hence 
Partakers be, of my Intelligence, 

| Make me and them thy loveſo fully view, 
That we in qur affe&tions may be true, 
And gwe us Grace the truth of them to ſhow 
In doing well, the Duties which we owe. 
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Amen, 
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g Metrical Paraphraſe 
Upon the 


CREED. 


Ince it befics, that I account ſhould give 

What way unto Salvation I believe 

Of my profeſſion here the ſum I gather. 

Firſt, I confeſs a Faith in God the Father : 

In God, who ( without Helper or Partaker ) 

{| Was of himſelf the Worlds Almighty Paker, 

A And firſt gave Time his being : who gave birth 
To all the Creatures, both of Þeaven and Earth. 

Our everlaſting welfare doth confiſt 


In his great-mercies, and in Jeſus Chriſt ; 


( The 


""'F#S upon the Creed. 
( The ſecond perſon of that Three in one ) 
The Father's equal, and his only Son 3 
That ever-bleſſed, and incarnate Word, 


Which our Redeemer is, our life, Dur Lo2d 
For when by Sathans guile we were deceived, 


Chriſt was that means of help, which was conceived 


Yea, ( when we were in danger to be loſt ) 
Conceived for us, by the Yoly Ghoſt, 

And that we might not ever be forlorn, 

For our eternal ſafety he was Bon ? 

Born as a Man ( that Man might not miſcarry ) 
Even of the ſubſtance of the Uirgin Pary, 
And loe, a greater mercy, and a wonder 
He that can make All ſuffer, ſuffered under 
The Jewiſh ſpite( whichall the world revileat ) 
And Cruel tyrannies of Pontius Pilate. 

In him do I believe, who was envied, 

Who with extreameſt hate was Crucified : 
Who being life it ſelf { to make aſſured 

Our ſouls of ſafety ) was both dead, and buried : 
And that no ſervile fear in us might dwell, 
To conquer, Þe deſcended into Pell : 

Where no infernal Power had power to lay 
Command upon him 3 but on the third day 


The 


he 


© zpon the Creed. 
The force of Death and Hell he did conſtrain, 
And fo in Triumph, Be aroſe again; 
Yea, the Almighty power advanc'd his head, 
Aſwel above all things, as from the dead, 


With glory, Ve aſcended- into Yeaven : 
Where, that ſupream and eyerlaſting throne, 
Which was prepar'd, he clim'd.; and ſittethon 
That bleſſed ſeat; where he ſhall make abode 
To plead for us, at the right hand of God 

And no where ſhould he be enthroned rather; 
Than there: for he is God, as is the Father 
And therefore, with an egual love delight I 
To praiſe and ſerve them both, as one Almighty : 
Yet in their office there's a difference. 

And I believe, that Jeſus Chriſt, from thence, 
Shall in the great and univerſal doom, 

Return, and that with Angels Be ſhall come, 
To gue{tion ſuch as at his Empire grudge ; 
Even thoſe i110 have preſumed him to judge 
And that black day ſhall be fo Catholick, 

As Ibelieve not only that the quick 

To that affiſe ſhall all be ſummoned, 

But, he will both adjudge them, and the dead. 


Then, that from thence gifts might ro men be given} 


I Moreover 


- ©24 A Metrical Paraphraſe 
4 Moreover, i in the Godhead I conceive 
Another Perſon, in whom I believe : 


| Forall my hope of bleſſedne(s were loſt; 
IfI believ'd not in the Holy Gholl. 
And though vain Schiſmaticks through pride and folly 
Contemn her power, I do believe the boly 
Chaſt Spouſe of Chriſt ( for whom ſo many ſearch 
- By marks uncertain) the true Catholick Church. 
: | T do believe ( God keep ns in this union, ) 
That there ſhall be for ever the Communion 
Of Gods Ele : and that he ſtill acquaints 
His Children in the fellowſhip of Saints. 
Though damned be Mans natural condition, 
By grace in Chriſt I look for the remiſsion 
Of all my foul miſdeeds 3 for there begins 
Deaths end, which is the puniſhment of fin 
Moreover, I the Sadduces infection 
Abhor, and do believe the Refurrection : 
Yea, thoughT tarn to duſt ; yet through God, I 
Expe& a glorious riſing of the body, 
And that, exempted from the cares here rife, 
I ſhall enjoy perfection and the life 
That is not ſubje& unto change or waſting, 
But ever-bleſſed, and for ever-laſting. 


| upon the Creed, © "wt 
This is my Faith, which that it fail not when | 
It moſt ſhould ſeed me, let God ſay, Amen. 


To whom, that he ſo much vouchſafe we may, 
Thus us a member of bis Church, I pray. 
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LORD'S PRAYER. |: 

| Ir 

Ord, at thy Mercy-ſeat, our ſelves we gather, A 

To do our duties unto thee, Dur Father. T 
Towhom all praiſe, all honour, ſhould be given: \, T 
For, thou art that great God which art in Heaven. N 
Thou by thy wiſdom rul'ſt the worlds whole frame, =o 
For ever, therefore, Vallowed be thy Name, Fa 
Let never more delayes divide us from Y 
Thy glories view, but let Thy Kingdom come. Al 
* Let thy commands oppoſed be by none, T! 
C: 


- But thy good pleaſure, and Thy will done, 


And 
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| upon the Lords Prayer. 
And letour promptneſs to obey, be even 

| The very (ame in earth, as *tis in heaven, 

Then, for our ſelves; O Lord, we alſo pray, 

Thou wouldſt be pleaſed to Give us this day, 

That food of life wherewith our ſouls are fed, 

(Contented raiment, and our daily bead. - 

With needful thing do thou relieve us: 

And, of thy mercy, pitty And fo2give us 

All our miſdeeds, in him whom thou didſt pleaſe, 

Totake in offering for our treſpaſles. 

And for as much, O Lord, as we believe, 

Thou fo wilt pardon us, as we fozgive 3 4 

Let that love teach us, wherewith thou aCquaints us; | 

To pardon all them, that treſpaſs againſt us. | 


K 
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And though ſometime thou find'ſt we have forgot 


This Love, or thee, yet help, And lead ug not 


Ste Pro. 


$ Through Soul or bodies want, to deſperation go" 


Nor let abundance drive, into temptation. 
Let not the ſoul of any true Believer, 

Fall in the time of tryal : But deliver 

Yea, {ave him from the malice of the Devil, 
And both in life and death keep us from evil. 
Thus pray we Lord : And but of thee from whom 
Can this be had ! Foz thine is the Kingdom, 


; = '4 Metrical Paraphriſe, &c. 


" The world is of thy works the graven ſtory, 
> -Tothee belongs the power, and the glozy, 
And this chy happineſs hath ending never - 

© But ſhall remain fo2 ever, and for. ever. 

This we confeſs 5 and will confeſs agen, 
Till we ſhall ay eternally, Amen. 


Thou ſhalt write them ow the poſts of thy honſe, 
and upon thy Gates, Deut. "we 9. 


